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The South Amboy St. Patrick’s Parade Marshals were honored on Feb. 5th at the AOH hall.  
Pictured (l-r) Tom Noble, Grand Marshal, Butch Mulvey, Deputy Grand Marshal, and Tom 
Tighe, Honorary Grand Marshal.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Irish Person Of The 
Year Chosen

The South Am-
boy Irish American 
Association proudly 
announced that its 
2010 Irish Person of 
the Year, Anne Mun-
dy-Kukulski will be 
honored at Lagoda's 
Saloon, 109 South 
Broadway on Feb. 

27th from 6-10 p.m. 
Anne Mundy-Kukulski was born on 

May 11, 1957 to Raymond Mundy and Mar-
garet Layden Mundy.  She was the youngest 
of four, preceded by Paul, Margaret "Peggy," 
and Laura.  Anne has an Irish heritage on her 
maternal grandfather's side, as well as her 
paternal grandmother's side.  Anne was born 
and raised in South Amboy, and graduated 
from Harold G. Hoffman H.S. in 1975.  Also 
in '75, she was crowned Miss South Amboy 
by the South Amboy Fire Dept.  During her 
school years, she met her husband Raymond 
Kukulski.  Anne and Raymond were married 
in April 1978.  They have two children, Trish 
and RaeAnne.

Anne and her husband Raymond have 
been longtime business owners in South 
Amboy.  They purchased Lagoda's Saloon 
on South Broadway in 1984.  Lagoda's is 
the recipient of the Pete Kenny Association's 
Business of the Year for 2001.

Anne is the current secretary for the 
Brain Injured Children of Sayreville and 
South Amboy.  Whether it was being a class 
mom for her daughters, handing out candy 
during the South Amboy children's Hallow-
een Parade, helping raise funds for the South 
Amboy High School soccer team, Anne has 
always been a woman for the community.☛  

SA St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade and “Tip-A-

Pint Night”
St. Patrick’s Day is right around the 

corner so c’mon out and get your Irish on. 
The 2010 South Amboy  St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade “Tip-A-Pint Night will be held on 
Thursday March 11th at the Landmark Tav-
ern in South Amboy. The festivities begin at 
7:00 PM and will run until 10:00PM. Cost is 
$20.00 per person at the door and includes 
domestic draft beer, wine, soda, and finger 
food. Entertainment will be provided by the 
Col. DB Kelly Pipe and Drum Band. 

This year's South Amboy St. Patrick's 
Day Parade will be held on Saturday, March 
13th. A long standing tradition, the parade 
attracts local residents along with people 
from throughout the state and surrounding 
area. This year’s parade will feature hundreds 
of marchers and over 30 bands including 
traditional “mummers” music from the 
Happy Days String Band, the new Horizons 
Band of Woodbridge, and crowd favorite, 
the Princeton University Band.

The parade honorees this year include 
Honorary Grand Marshal Tom Tighe, Deputy 
Grand Marshal Francis “Butch” Mulvey, 
and the Grand Marshall Thomas J. Noble 
who is also celebrating his 50th wedding 
anniversary with his wife Mary Halmi 
Noble. For additional information about 
these events, please visit the parade website 
at http://saparade.com/, or contact Mickey 
Gross at (732)721-5031.

Assemblyman John S. Wisniewski

Wisniewski Elected 
Chairman 

Assemblyman John S. Wisniewski (D-
Middlesex) was unanimously elected Chair-
man of the New Jersey Democratic State 
Committee.  He was the Democratic Party's 
choice with 97 votes for the 2-year post, 
which was previously held by Assemblyman 
Joseph Cryan, a Democrat from Union.

Chairman Wisniewski issued the fol-
lowing statement: "I am deeply honored that 
the members of the New Jersey Democratic 
State Committee have chosen me to lead our 
party for the next 2 years.  I am excited to 
take on the responsibility of reinvigorating 
our party.  We are all disappointed in the 
outcome of the election last November, and 
know that we cannot allow a repeat in 2010.  
In order to be successful, Democrats must 
continue to build upon the great efforts of 
Chairman Cryan to grow and diversify our 
party.  Under Chairman Cryan's leadership, 
Democrats welcomed a record number of 
new voters to our party, and worked hard 
to make sure that our party is as diverse as 
the state we represent.  

We must remember that New Jerseyans 
voted overwhelmingly for change in 2006 
and 2008, and re-elected all of our incumbent 
Democratic Assembly members last year, to 
retain our majority in the Legislature.  After 
the disastrous run of Republican leadership 
that sunk our economy into crisis, New Jersey 
voters sent Democrats to Washington and 
Trenton because they trust us as the party 
that fights for working families against the 
special interests.

Although we face challenging times, 
we have an enormous opportunity to help 
New Jersey working families get ahead.  We 
understand the concerns of those who worry 
about whether they can afford to live in our 
state, whether they will have a job to provide 
for their family, and whether the economy 
will get back on track-because these are the 
concerns of our friends, our families and 
our neighbors.

The stakes are too high for Democrats 
not to succeed and we have much work to 
do.  Democrats are the party of the people 
and we must renew our efforts to build the 
party from the bottom-up by strengthening 
relationships with candidates, activists and 
voters on the grassroots level.  

New Jersey working families are count-
ing on us to fight for what is important-mak-
ing our state an affordable place to live, 
creating jobs and restoring prosperity."

Wisniewski, 47, resides in Sayreville, 
and has been an assemblyman since 1996.  
He is currently Chairman of the Assembly's 
Transportation Committee. Congratulations 
and Best of Luck, Chairman Wisniewski!  
May the next two years bring you much 
success in your new position!

Alumni Dinner/
Evening

Of Recognition
Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary's High 

School will hold its annual Alumni Din-
ner and Evening of Recognition on March 
20th.  This year the following alumni will be 
honored: Wayne McCormack-Class of 1964, 
Edmund Paczkowski-Class of 1955, James 
Ryan-Class of 1958, Christine O'Brien Spe-
zzi-Class of 1969, Robert Windrem-Class 
of 1963.  The event will start at 6 p.m. and 
include dinner and dancing. 

For tickets or more information call 
Maureen O'Leary Kemble, Advancement/
Alumni Office at 732-721-0748, extension 
243 or e-mail: mkemble@cardinalmccar-
rick.com.

Flag Raising
South Amboy Irish American Associa-

tion invite everyone to their 32nd Annual 
Flag raising on Wednesday March 17,2010 
at South Amboy City Hall on Broadway im-
mediately following 8 am Mass at St. Mary's 
Church on Augusta Street.  After that we 
would like you to join us for Breakfast  at 
the Monaghan House on South Pine Avenue.  
Come out and celebrate St. Patrick's Day 
with us.

South Amboy Police Chief James Wallis, 61, 
officially retired on Feb.1.  Wallis, who became 
Chief in 2003, put in over 25 years with the 
South Amboy Police Dept.  Darren LaVigne 
has been acting police chief since September, 
when Wallis went on medical leave.  The City 
is looking to fill the post as soon as possible.  
South Amboy has two captains who would 
be eligible for consideration, LaVigne, and 
Bruce Richmond.  Congratulations Chief 
Wallis on an outstanding job! 

Stop by and visit with Anne, who can still be 
found behind the bar at Lagoda's.

South Amboy Irish American Associa-
tion would like to invite everyone to Anne's 
Sash Bash on Sat., Feb. 27 from 6-10 p.m.   
Admission will be $10 at the door, which 
includes one drink, a buffet, and door prizes.  
The winner of the 333 raffle will also be 
announced.  See you there! 

Joe Charmello (c) who scored his 1000th career point as a South Amboy High School 
Governor was congratulated prior to a recent home game.  Joe is pictured with his mother 
Joyce (l) and Nick (r).  Congratulations Joe!!!!!!!!!! (Photo by Brian Stratton)
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Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Biesiada Writes About Seton Hall Fire
South Amboy's Brittany Biesiada, a 

Cardinal McCarrick High School graduate 
has been turning in superb articles as a Staff 
Writer for Seton Hall University's school 
newspaper, "The Setonian."  Her most recent 
masterpiece was about the dorm fire, that 
shocked the world, and her story was titled, 
"Boland Hall Tragedy: A Look Back: Over 10 
Years Of Remembrance."  Congratulations, 
Brittany on another great feature story!
Reilly On Dean's List

Tom Reilly of South Amboy made the 
Dean's List at Rutgers University with an 
outstanding 4.0 in his first semester.  He is 
majoring in History/Political Science.  Tom 
is a 2009 graduate of South Amboy High 
School.  His proud parents are Tom and 
Monica Reilly.  Congratulations, Tom!
More Mechanicsville Boys!

I guess we missed a few more boys 
from the Mechanicsville section of South 
Amboy: The O'Brien brothers, Harry, Frank 
and Tom; The Krzyzanowski brothers Philip, 
Michael "Mickey," Frank, Ronald and Carl; 
Gary and Jimmy Coble.
Thank You, Bob, and Phil

A special thank you goes out to loyal 
SA Times readers, Bob Bartkowiak of Mor-
gan and former South Amboy resident Phil 
Krzyzkowski for their recent donations of 
antiquated newspapers, magazines, photos 
and other information for our ongoing re-
search of South Amboy and Sayreville.  Your 
help and that of so many others through the 
years have enabled us to bring to our loyal 
readers the most interesting local historical 
information found anywhere!  Thank you!
In Memoriam

Clare Bouchard, 68, of Sayreville died 
on Jan. 13.  She was active in many local 
organizations, and helped run the family 
business, The Misty Morn charter fishing 
boat out of Morgan.  Albert Sutkowski, 91, 
of South Amboy died on Jan. 15.  He was 

More than 120 people attended a huge retirement celebration and career acknowledgement 
recently, at Ye Cottage Inn, Keyport, in honor of Al Gomolka Jr., who retired as Superintendent 
of Cheesequake State Park after 37 years of outstanding service to the New Jersey Parks 
system.  Gomolka has been The SA Times Poet Laureate for over 18 years.  Congratulations!  
Pictured (r-l) is Al's wife Shelly, Al, and sons, Jacob, Joshua and Isaac.  (Photo by Tom 
Burkard)

Pleasant Little 
Trivia

By Tom Burkard
1.This bar had its grand opening in 

1995 on Jernee Mill Rd. in Sayreville?  
a.The Mad Hatter b.Bourbon Street c.The 
Brass Monkey

2.In the 80's, My Wife's Place bar 
was located in a.South Amboy b.Morgan 
c.Melrose

3.This plumbing supply business was 
located on Rt. 35 North in Melrose, 15 years 
ago?  a.National  b.American c.Raritan 
Bay

4.A new carpeting held its grand 
opening in 1995 at 104 South Broadway, 
South Amboy.  What was it called?  a.T & 
J Carpets b.The Ground Floor c.Ultimate 
Carpet & More

5.In '94, this sub shop had its grand 
opening at 513 South Pine Ave., Morgan?  
a.Pine Deli b.Quick Pix Subs & More c.All-
American Deli

6.What was the name of the crafts, glass, 
pottery and more shop that had its grand 
opening in 1995 at 104 South Broadway, 
South Amboy?  a.Chelsea Morn' b.Country 
Memories c.The Times Of Your Life

7.This family restaurant was located 
at 3276 Washington Rd., Parlin in 1995?  
a.Gianna's b.Spezzi's c.Olive's

8.South Amboy Foodtown was origi-
nally named?  a.Gus Potts' b.Frank's Market 
c.Tip-Top Market

9.What was the name of the seafood 
store located at 1836 Rt. 35 North, in Mor-
gan, back in 1995?  a.Lobster Tales b.Crab 
Atlantic c.Fish & More

10.The chaplin of the South Amboy 
Fire Dept. in '63?  a.Father Forker b.Father 
Gayda c.Msgr. Urbanik 

11.In 2003, this party/banquet center 
was located on Rt. 9 North, next to Peter 
Pank Diner?  a.Pier 9 b.Pacific Palace 
c.Neopolitan 

12.South Amboy's City Attorney in 
1966?  a.John Lucitt b.James Higgins c.John 
Mullane

Answers
1c 2a 3a 4c 5b 6a 7a 8b 9b 10b 11a 12 c.

continued on page 3
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 ★  Business of the Month  ★
Dad's Royal Bakery

The late Joe Seyglinski opened Park 
Bakery in 1959, and owned the business 
until 1971, when new owners took over and 
renamed it Royal Bakery.  Joe, who was 
a baker his entire life died in 1975.  Joe's 
stepsons David and Lou Usa, would get 
up in the middle of the night to help him 
at the bakery, and his stepdaughter Denise 
Usa Rybicki worked at the counter.

Ironically, 38 years after selling the 
bakery, his children opened Dad's Royal 
Bakery at the same site, on October 12, 
2009, which would have been his birth-
day.

Jennifer Gay-Seyglinski, along with 
her brothers Jay, Jeff and Jim have been 
doing an outstanding job with their new 
business, and rest assured, their dad is 
looking down at them with a very proud 
smile on his face.  Dad's Royal Bakery is 
family-operated and their mother Joan of 
South Amboy can be seen always working 
hard in the bakery.  Dad's turns out some 
of the tastiest baked goods around, ranging 
from beautiful cakes, pastries, cookies, 
pies, breads, and much more.  Stop in 
for that special birthday or anniversary 

cake, and you're guaranteed to love it!  If 
you are on the road, and feel like taking a 
mid-morning break, drop by Dad's Royal 
Bakery for a cup of hot coffee and a jelly 
doughnut or tasty pastry.  In addition, you 
may also want to try the Chrusciki Polish 
cookie, which is a very popular seller 
with patrons.  Dad's rye-bread is simply 
incredible, so pick up a loaf or two to take 
home.  The bakery is immaculately spot-
less, and one can tell that the family takes 
enormous pride in carrying out the family 
tradition of producing quality products for 
their customers.  The bakery workers are 
friendly and courteous, and make you feel 
comfortable and appreciated.  Dad's Royal 
Bakery also sells delicious pierogies, which 
are another favorite of their customers.  

Don't forget to stop by at 3290 Wash-
ington Road, in Parlin, and say hello to the 
family at Dad's Royal Bakery.  They are 
truly wonderful people, and while you're 
there, pick up some of their outstanding 
goodies.  You'll certainly enjoy them, and 
be back for more.  For more information or 
that special bakery order, call Dad's Royal 
Bakery at 732-721-9825.  

South Amboy Gets
Two Grants

The City of South Amboy recently 
received two grants totaling $725,000.  A 
grant from Middlesex County for $465,000 
will benefit seven parks with different types 
of play equipment, which will meet regula-
tions of the Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA).

In addition, the state Department of 
Transportation (DOT) also gave South 
Amboy a grant for $260,000 to be used 
for Broadway parking areas in the transit 
village area. 

A History Of St. 
Patrick's Day
Parade Grand 
Marshals

Frank Connolly Association-1976-
William "Doc" O'Leary 1977-Tom O'Brien 
1978-Robert Hackett.

The South Amboy Amboy Irish-
American Association-1979-Frank Connolly 
1980-James & Mary Lenahan 1981-Robert 
J. Hourahan 1982-Allie Clark 1983-David 
B. Kelly 1984-Alfie O'Connor 1985-Mary 
Powderly 1986-William Coman 1987-Joe 
Crowe 1988-John Potthoff 1989-Edward 
Wallace 1990-John Kenny 1991-Jim Harvey 
1992-George Shuler 1993-Neil Hourahan 
1994-Jim "Red" O'Connell 1995-Ginny 
Tierney 1996-Jack McCarthy 1997-Wil-
liam J. McDonnell 1998-Edward Semoneit 
1999-William J. Tierney 2000-Peter John 
Kenny 2001-Mayor John T. O'Leary 2002-
Jack O'Leary Sr. 2003-Dick Cronin, Joe 
Noble, Russ Stillwagon 2004-Geneva Kelly 
2005-Jim "Doc" Ryan 2006-Leo McCabe 
2007-Walter "Pete" Casey 2008-Elizabeth 
"Betty" Leveille 2009-John Donnelly Sr. 
2010-Thomas J. Noble.

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come 

to You.  Allow your healing hand to heal me.  Touch 
my soul with Your compassion for others.  Touch 
my heart with Your courage and infinite love for all.  
Touch my mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth may 
always proclaim Your praise.  Teach me to reach out 
to You in my need.  Help me to lead others to You by 
my example.  Most loving Heart of Jesus, bring me 
health in body and spirit so that I may serve You with 
all my strength.  Touch gently this life which you have 
created.  Amen -T.B.

the owner/operator of Albert's Barber 
Shop on Scott Ave. for 40 years.  Robert 
"Bob" Greene, 77, of South Amboy died on 
Jan. 16.  He was a great guy, who worked as 
a custodian for 25 years with the South Am-
boy Board of Education until his retirement 
in 2006.  Frank Jacheo, 74, of Parlin died 
on Jan. 18.  He was a former member and 
captain of the Sayreville Police Auxiliary.  
James Coakley Sr., 96, of South Amboy died 
on Jan. 19.  He was a charter member and 
Past Grand Knight of South Amboy Knights 
of Columbus #426.  Samuel Elacqua, 84, of 
Parlin died on Jan. 23.  He was a Sayreville 
Councilman and Police Commissioner from 
1963-65.  Myrtle Unkel, 88, of Sayreville 
died on Feb. 2.  She was Past President of 
the Sayreville Historical Society, and Past 
President of Roosevelt School PTA, as well 
as a member of many other organizations.  
Margaret M. Ust Caldwell, 87, of Sayreville 
died on Feb. 3.  She was the senior clerk at 
South Amboy Memorial Hospital until her 
retirement in 1985.  Walter Wojtaszek, 92, 
of Sayreville died on Feb. 4.  He retired in 
1983 as an engineer, after 42 years of ser-
vice for Raritan River Railroad.  May God 
Bless them all!

Talk Of The Towns
continued from page 2

Dad's Royal Bakery, located at 3290 Washington Rd., Parlin is owned by the three 
Seyglinski brothers, Jay, Jeff, Jim, and their sister Jennifer Seyglinski-Gay.  The business 
opened only four months ago, on October 12th, and is already one of Sayreville's most 
popular establishments.  Pictured in front are (l-r) Jennifer, and Joan Ogorek (mother), 
and back (l-r) Jim, Jeff, Jay.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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Yearbook-St. Mary's 1960
By Tom Burkard

50 years!   It's amazing how time flies, 
don't you think?  The Class of  '60 was just 
getting settled into their new classes in Oct., 
1959, when the Dodgers won the World Se-
ries over the White Sox.  Sister M. Leonard 
was principal at SMHS.  New faculty in-
cluded Rev. James McManimon, Mary Ann 
Sheridan, Peter Kindzierski, Joseph Hoffman 
and Joseph Defenbach.  The Student Council 
President was none other than South Amboy's 
own legend, Henry "Henny" Conroy, now 
world renowned as a dee-jay/and radio show 
host.  Ellen Mullane was Secretary/Treasurer.  
Senior homeroom presidents were: James 
Cleary, Joseph Sakowski, William Zrebiec, 
Timothy Ford.  The Press Dance was held 
on Oct. 16, 1959, and used a "Harvest" as its 
theme.  The Bell Telephone Science Show 
visited St. Mary's.  Bulky sweaters were in 
fashion for boys and girls.  In the Columbus 
Day Football Classic, the Eagles trounced 
Hoffman, 26-0.  

The Christmas Song Festival was a blast, 
as it showed how Christmas was celebrated 
around the world.  The annual Christmas 
Dance was held on Jan. 2, with music by 
The Aristocrats.  The Senior Class annual 
dance was called "The Mardi Gras."  The 
Choir accompanied Sister M. David to the 
Metropolitan Opera House in N.Y.  In March 
of '60, the senior girls trip to New York City 
was highlighted by a trip to the theatre to see 
"Ben Hur."  The school play was "Brigadoon" 
and ran from April 28-30, 1960.  

Some cute nicknames for 1960 class 
members were: Zee, Boo-Boo, Dimples, 
Angus, Sugar, Measle, Tank, Mickey, Cube, 
Strawberries, Blondie, Shorty, Sugar, Butch, 
Flash, Henny, Charlie Brown.  Over 300 
seniors and juniors jammed the auditorium 
for the Senior Prom on May 20th.  The 
theme was "The Cherry Blossom Festival," 
and music was provided by the Hal Niles 
Orchestra.  

Standout senior athletes were; Henny 
Conroy, Charles Schachel, Ed Conroy, 
Robert Graber, Lenny Lawson, John Pacz-

kowski, James Zdanewicz, Thomas Jancola 
and Robert Sullivan.  

Some of St. Mary's great Class of 1960 
selected randomly were: Stephen Cody, 
Estelle Burkard, James Check, Nancy Coan, 
Kathleen Dohaney, Margaret Carney, Robert 
Curtis, Joseph Grimley, Maureen Ellison, 
James Ferguson, Ann Fogarty, Joan Holton, 
Frances Hoffman, Barbara Gomolka, John 
Janas, Rita Jankowski, Walter Jarusiewicz, 
Stanley Kapica, Madonna Klepp, Elaine 
Klimek, Ronald Kukulski, Anita Kubisiak, 
Bernadette Prusakowski, Ann Starego, Wil-
liam Leonard, Joan Hendricks, Kathleen 
Henry, Carol Ewtushek, Wayne Lonseth, 
Barbara Lukie, Mary Lou McCormack, 
John McQuade, Bernard Nebus, Carol 
Ploskonka, Dorothy Rodd, Richard Rum-
age, Gail Rysinski, Patricia Scully, Stuart 
Smith, William Torok, Elizabeth Ust, Celeste 
Vail, Thomas Wisniewski, Donald Wenzel, 
Madonna Vona.

There were 133 seniors, the largest 
graduating class in history, who marched 
down the aisle to Pomp 'N Circumstance on 
Graduation Day, June 12th.  Those receiving 
Honor Society pins were: Rosemarie Derent, 
Catherine Erickson, Mary Ann Schilare, 
Donald Franck, Leonard Lawson, Ellen 
Mullane, Lorraine Talbot, Susan Munn, 
Thaddeus Raczkowski, Marueen Rock, Ann 
Starego, Jeannette Sommer, Patricia Coyle, 
Marylou Swiderski, Mary Waters. 

At the parties that followed, you can be 
sure that the grads listened to the #1 hit of the 
day "Cathy's Clown" by the Everly Brothers, 
and of course "Stuck On You" by Elvis.

St. Mary's Class of 1960 was an interest-
ing group of youngsters, who turned out to be 
outstanding adults and proud Americans.  

The Miraculous Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past I have asked for many 

favors.  This time I ask you this my special one (mention 
favor).  Take it, Dear Jesus, and place it within your own 
broken heart, where your Father sees it.  Then, in His merci-
ful eyes, it will become your favor, not mine.  Amen.  (Say 
this prayer for 3 days, promise publication and your favor 
will be granted.  Never known to fail.)  -EP
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Winter Wonderland-It's been one of our area's toughest winters in recent years, but on 
the positive side, Mother Nature has certainly beautified our landscape.  (Photo by Tom 
Burkard)

Venison Dinner-
February 20

Independence Engine & Hose Co. #1 
will be holding its annual Venison Dinner 
on Feb. 20 at Memorial Hall, across from 
Sacred Heart Church, South Amboy.  Doors 
open at 5 p.m.  Tickets are $25 per person for 
buffet style dinner which also includes all 
you can eat and drink, beer and soda.  There 
are a limited number of tickets available.  
For more info call 732-727-0550 or email: 
mtoth1@optonline.net.

Annual Egg Hunt
The Sayreville Recreation Dept. is 

sponsoring its Annual Egg Hunt on Saturday, 
March 27th for ages 3-10 years old.  The 
event, which is open to Sayreville residents, 
will be held at the Boro Hall fields begin-
ning at 10 a.m.  For more info call 732-390-
7092/7096.

Easter Bunny 
Breakfast

By Steve Schmid
Past Grand Knight
South Amboy Knights of Columbus 

Council 426 will hold its annual Breakfast 
with the Easter Bunny Sunday, March 28 
from 9-11 a.m. at the Council Home, 308 
Fourth St., South Amboy.  Cost is $6 adults, 
$3 children ages 2-12, under 2 is FREE.  
For tickets and other info, call Steve at 
732-727-1707. 

Dad-Daughter Date 
Night

South Amboy-Sayreville Rotary held 
its 5th Annual Dad-Daughter Date Night on 
Feb. 12th at the VFW on Jernee Mill Road 
in Sayreville.  Dads, uncles, granddads,  and 
step-dads spent quality time for the evening 
with their "special" girls, while enjoying 
dinner and dancing.  Portraits were avail-
able, and there were raffles, gifts, and door 
prizes.  The event was a big success, and 
a night to remember for all who attended.  
The proceeds were donated to community 
activities and humanitarian projects.

Comedy Night
Feb. 27

Mechanicsville Hose Co. #1 will present 
its Comedy Night 2010 on Saturday, Feb. 27 
from 7-11 p.m. at the South Amboy Knights 
of Columbus.  Tickets are $40 per person and 
will include Buffet and Beverages (Soda, 
Beer, Wine), and the entertainment- a DJ plus 
2 comedians.  Stand-up comic/ventriloquist 
John Pizzi is a regular performer at Las 
Vegas and Atlantic City, and a member of 
the Friars Club in New York City and Los 
Angeles.  Seating is limited.  Absolutely  NO 
tickets sold at the door!  For tickets call: Bob 
at 732-727-2856.

The Blahs Of 
Winter Long

By Al Gomolka Jr.
Times Poet Laureate

c.2009
Cold and dreary holds my heart
In these months that last like years
Though the embers glow their warmth
Snowflakes fall as do my tears
Not for the spring bloom yearns my 
eyes
Nor for the harvest autumn brings
Nor for the tan rays of the summer
Just for the wail as the blizzard sings
Long gray days of winter's drone
Cannot extinguish that which burns
Thru closed eyes I think of you
And I wait for your return.



South Amboy-Sayreville Times   February �0, �010   �

Long Ago In South Amboy

Circa 1960-At the annual Democratic Organization meeting held at the Bay View Inn, 
Fred Leslie was re-elected for the 8th consecutive term as the South Amboy Democratic 
Municipal Chairman.  Rita Tedesco was elected as vice-chairman; Alice Snover as treasurer 
and Loretta Crowe as secretary.  Pictured seated (l-r) Marie McNerney, Catherine Duggan, 
Elizabeth McNamara, Fred Leslie, Loretta Crowe, Mary Stolte, Alice Snover, Margaret 
Surman.  Standing (l-r) Richard Schultz, Frank Cheeseman, Frank O'Brien, Frank Musolino, 
Ray Fleming, Bernie Kubisiak, Chet Meinzer, Joseph Quinlan.  (Photo/information courtesy 
of Bob and Agnes Leslie)

Genealogy: The Quest To Know
Sadie Pope Dowdell Library will hold 

its 96th Anniversary Celebration on Thurs-
day, March 18 at 6:30 p.m.  "Genealogy: 
The quest to know who we are and where 
we came from…" will be the featured pro-
gram.  St. Patrick's Day is a celebration of 
Irish roots and culture just as Columbus Day 
is for those of Italian descent; those being 
only two examples of the special connection 
people enjoy in relating themselves to their 
ancestral roots.

Stop by Sadie Pope Dowdell Library 
to hear Maureen Wlodarczyk discuss her 
30-year search for her Irish grandmother's 

ancestral roots, her newly-released book, 
"Past-Forward" and the story of her search 
and surprising discoveries along the way.  
Learn how to start a search for your unique 
family history!

Comedy Night
March 6

South Amboy Knights of Columbus 
Council 426 is holding a Comedy Night on 
Saturday, March 6 from 7-11 p.m.  There 
will be 3 comedians featured, and a buffet.  
Tickets are $35 per person, so call now at 
732-721-2025.
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Vintage Postcard

This is a photo of an original 1910 postcard wishing "A Happy New Year."  See it in beautiful 
color on our website: www.thesatimes.com.  

Dill Will Be Missed
By Tom Burkard

Political activist and community advo-
cate, Shirley Dill, 81, of Parlin died on Jan. 
16.  She was born and raised in Sayreville, 
and was active in politics and the community 
for her entire life.  Shirley always stood up 
for what she believed was right, no matter 
how controversial the issue was, and was 
not afraid to give her opinions, especially at 
Sayreville Council meetings, or in Letters 
to the Editor in daily newspapers.  Dill was 
most dedicated to the Borough of Sayreville, 
and always concerned about the welfare of 
its residents.

She was president of the Sayreville Lady 
Dems for 20 years, and an active member of 
countless community, county and state clubs 
and organizations.  Shirley was admired by 
many for her high-energy, motivation and 
determination to see that people were being 
treated fairly.

She was an avid reader of The South 
Amboy-Sayreville Times, and was only too 

happy to help me with research on several 
occasions, while providing plenty of photos 
and scrapbook clippings from her husband 
Homer Dill's outstanding playing/coaching 
career at Sayreville High School.  In one of 
the nicest letters every written to The SA 
Times, Shirley wrote, "I have enjoyed so 
many wonderful articles and photos over 
the years.  Your newspaper has always been 
extremely informative.  It provides a service 
to readers, which in my opinion is beyond 
comparison.  The coverage of residents and 
their accomplishments is varied, interesting 
and much appreciated.  Thank you Tom, for 
uniting two communities and its people with 
the past and present happenings."

Shirley Dill certainly left a fine example 
for women who hope to become more in-
volved in the community and politics.  She 
will be sadly-missed but never forgotten 
for doing her best to make the Borough of 
Sayreville a better place.

Yanuzzelli Chosen 
President

Peggy Yanuzzelli was installed as Presi-
dent of the Middlesex County Association 
of Realtors recently for 2010.  She became 
licensed in 1985, and has been a top-produc-
ing agent with Century 21 Charles Smith 
Agency in Sayreville for more than 20 years.  
Congratulations, Peggy!

Correction
In a front page article in the January 16th issue, The South Amboy-Sayreville 

Times incorrectly ran the date of The South Amboy Parade Committee's Celebration 
honoring the South Amboy St. Patrick's Day Parade Grand Marshal and Deputy Grand 
Marshal.  The date was supposed to be Friday, February 5, 2010.  In addition, the date 
and place for "Hoist A Pint" Night was incorrect.  The correct date is March 11, 2010 at 
the Landmark Tavern.  The South Amboy-Sayreville Times acknowledges our mistakes, 
and sends our sincerest apologies to The South Amboy Parade Committee, and anyone 
who was inconvenienced or affected by this unfortunate situation. 

Convertibles 
Needed

The South Amboy St. Patrick's Day 
Parade Committee is in need of convert-
ibles for the parade on Sat., March 13.  If 
you have a car or are an honoree in need 
of a vehicle, please contact Butch Mulvey 
at 732-236-2432, or you can e-mail him at 
butch5252@aol.com.  Please use "parade 
cars" in the subject line.

Library Champions!
The New Jersey State Library and the 

Meadowlands Sports Complex have part-
nered to promote the valuable role reading 
plays in helping everyone succeed in life.  
You can be entered into a drawing to win 4 
free tickets to various events by filling out the 
online form with the name of a book you read 
and its author at njlibrarychampions.org.

Prizes in the upcoming months include 
tickets to these family shows at the IZOD 
Center: Monster Jam, Harlem Globetrotters, 
Nuclear Cowboyz Freestyle Motorcross, 
Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey FU-
Nundrum, Smucker's Stars on Ice and Nets 
games.

For additional information, stop in or 
contact the Sadie Pope Dowdell Library, 
which is adjacent to the South Amboy High 
School off O'Leary Blvd.  For directions, 
just log onto www.dowdell.org.  Contact 
information: 732-721-6060 or comments 
@ dowdell.org.

Military Service 
Wall Of Honor

The Character Education Committee of 
Sayreville War Memorial HS has created a 
permanent "Military Service Wall of Honor" 
in the A-wing hallway at SWMHS.  The 
committee is seeking to display photographs 
in order to recognize and pay tribute to all 
servicemen and servicewomen, currently 
serving or with previous service in any 
branch of the armed forces.  If you attended 
or graduated from Sayreville War Memorial 
HS and would like to have your military 
service recognized in the display case at the 
high school, please contact Principal James 
Brown at james.brown@sayrevillek12.net.  
Please include a military photo, (5 x 7 or 8 
x 10) along with your full name, military 
rank, branch and years of service.  Please 
also include years of attendance at SWMHS 
(previously SHS).

If you have any questions, contact the 
school at 732-525-5250 (Eileen Giovenco) 
or 732-525-5283 (Kelly Nakielny, Character 
Ed Coordinator).

SA Times reader Doug Cortelyou was kind enough to send us photos from the 1958 parade 
celebrating South Amboy’s 50th Anniversary as a city.  Can anyone identify the young ladies 
on this float?  Send your replies to satimes@aol.com. 
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Students Help Needy   
During this Catholic Schools week 

Cardinal McCarrick High School students 
have been bringing in canned food items 
for those in need, under the catchy theme of 
“Soup”er Bowl I.  Goods have been pouring 
in as the Freshman and Sophomores try to 
beat out the Juniors and Seniors by bring-
ing in Top-Ramen Soup, boxes of Mac and 
Cheese, and Campbell’s Chunky Soup to 
score touchdowns.  Every 100 cans scores 
one touchdown, marked above the football 
field bulletin board.  All proceeds will be 
given to the food pantry at La Asuncion 
Catholic Church in Perth Amboy, NJ, through 
the High School’s chaplain, Fr. John Gordon.  

This Catholic Schools week, as we celebrate 
the Dividends of Catholic education, it is 
important that we teach our young people to 
partake generously in the corporal works of 
mercy.  La Asuncion Parishioner and CMHS 
junior, Elois DeJesus said “It is important 
to know that we aren’t the only people in 
this world, and we have to work together.”  
To date Cardinal McCarrick students have 
collected almost 300 cans of food.  

40th Reunion
The Sayreville War Memorial High 

School Class of 1970 will be holding a 40th 
Reunion on October 16th at the Sheraton 
Hotel in Raritan Center, Edison, NJ.  The 
agency, Reunions Unlimited will be organiz-
ing the affair.  For details, e-mail: casazz@
aol.com.

Italian Dinner
Trinity United Methodist Church, 815 

Bordentown Ave., Sayreville/South Amboy 
is holding its Italian Dinner on Sat., March 6 
from 4:30-7 p.m.  Dinner includes spaghetti, 
eggplant parm, ziti, salad, homemade des-
serts and beverage.  Tickets are $12 adults, 
$8 for children.  Take out dinners will be 
available.  For more info call the Church at 
732-721-3558.

Book Study
A Book Study will be held on Tuesdays 

at 7 p.m. for 5 weeks, starting Feb. 23 at 
Trinity United Methodist Church, 815 Bor-
dentown Ave., Sayreville/South Amboy.  All 
are welcome to join.



10   February �0, �010   South Amboy-Sayreville Times

Peggy Poulson of South Amboy has her hair cut by Maxine Nieves at the Madison Center 
Nursing Home in Matawan.  The haircut-a-thon was held to raise money for the Haitian 
Relief Fund.  Nieves, the hairdresser for Madison Center, volunteered her time and talents 
to open the Center's salon to staff, families and residents to get their haircut for $10.  Maxine 
raised $210 for American Red Cross/Haitian relief.  Congratulations!  (Photo/information 
submitted)  

Does this building look familiar to you?  It should, because it is Monaghan's, located at 400 
South Pine Ave., South Amboy.  The establishment will appear in NBC’s Mercy TV show 
as Red Fox Inn.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Spotlights set up outside of Teddy's Bar, 379 South Pine Ave., Morgan for the filming of the 
Mercy TV show.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Taylor Shilling (c) the main star of Mercy, visits with young fans, Samantha Rasimowicz (l) 
and her sister Melissa Rasimowicz (r) at Teddy's Bar.  (Photo by Mark Rasimowicz)   

Mercy TV Show Comes To Town

Music At St. Mary's
Music at St. Mary's 2009-2010 Concert 

Series will feature Sofia Nowik & Friends 
on Sunday, March 21 at 4 p.m.  Experience 
chamber music with MASM's Artist-in-Resi-
dence Sofia Nowik, cellist, and her string 
quartet.  These young artists represent the 
very best of the future of classical music in 
America.  Suggested donation is $10.

TV Show Films In Sayreville, South 
Amboy

By Tom Burkard
The popular new NBC television series, 

"Mercy" was in Sayreville and South Amboy 
on January 26th, filming scenes for upcom-
ing episodes.  Open 4 Business Productions, 
in association with NBC-Universal began 
the day producing at Waterfront Park in 
the morning, on the beach, by the far side 
in Sayreville.  The actors and crew battled 
the very chilly wind off of the Raritan Bay 
for a few hours, before moving to the next 
location, The Monaghan House in South 
Amboy, where the name was replaced for 
the shooting, and the outside sign now read, 
"Red Fox Inn."  

Throughout the afternoon, and into the 
evening, filming took place at Teddy's Bar 
in Morgan. 

Teddy's Bar owner, Mark Rasimowicz 
said, that, "Filming was pretty amazing with 
100 plus cast and crew members coordinat-
ing several scenes in the bar, and one outside 
in a car in the driveway.  Lots of prep work 

was done inside the bar to match what the 
director wanted.  The spotlights were set 
up at each window on both sides to make it 
look like mid-day inside even though film-
ing happened in late afternoon and evening 
through 10 p.m.  The actors even had dressing 
rooms and a "green room" upstairs.  Anyone 
who has been to Teddy's Bar will certainly 
recognize it on TV."

The scenes include the main character, 
Veronica (Taylor Schilling), husband Mike 
(Diego Klattenhoff), and Veronica's imagi-
nary companion who helps her through some 
of her "issues."   To see how it all comes 
together, stop by Teddy's Bar and watch the 
show at the Mercy Party on Wed., March 
3rd, at 8 p.m.  

Teddy's Bar was selected by produc-
ers who were riding around the local area, 
scouting out the best location to shoot scenes 
for "Mercy."  There were a few other local 
bars under consideration, but Teddy's won 
the honor. 

Fish Fry
The Our Lady of Victories Columbiettes 

and Knights of Columbus will be hosting a 
Lenten Fish Fry at the Council, 775 Washing-
ton Road, Parlin every Friday, February 26th 
to April 2. Dinners will be served from 4:30 
to 7:00 P.M. Eat in and takeout are available. 
Fried or broiled dinners, sandwiches, salad 
bar, pizza and much more.

O'Kelly Honored 
By 98.3 FM Radio

Sayreville's James O'Kelly, a kinder-
garten teacher at Dwight D. Eisenhower 
Elementary School, was recently honored 
by Magic 98.3 FM radio in the "Teachers 
Who Make Magic" contest.  

O'Kelly, who has been teaching for more 
than 35 years, has certainly made a huge 
difference in countless lives of children who 
have been fortunate enough to have him as 
their teacher in the Sayreville schools system.  
His entire career in education has been spent 
in Sayreville, and prior to his current position, 
he taught at Harry S. Truman Elementary 
School.  Probably the most famous student 
he ever taught was none other than rock 
mega-star, Jon Bon Jovi, who was in Mr. 
O'Kelly's class in the 1970's.
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Mets Ave.?  In Sayreville no less?  Well, you can find this sign and many other New York 
Mets photos and memorabilia at Red's Barber Shop on Main Street in Sayreville. Pictured 
is Robert "Red The Barber" Jankowski, a huge Mets fan.  

Sayreville's Biggest Met Fan:
"Red The Barber" Jankowski

Photo and Feature Story By Tom Burkard

Robert "Red The Barber" Jankowski, 62, 
has been operating his barber shop on Main 
Street in the Borough for 40 years now, and 
is one of the most well-known personalities 
in town.  Upon entering his place of busi-
ness, you kind of get the feeling that Red 
is a big baseball fan, just by looking at the 
pictures hanging on the walls of Mets owners, 
managers, and players with him, all taken at 
Spring Training in Florida.

A New York Mets fan since 1962, "I 
previously rooted for the New York Giants 
before the Mets came to town," he said.  
Red can't wait until March every year, 
when he heads down to check out the Mets 
at their Spring Training facility at Port St. 
Lucie, Florida.  "I've been going for 14 or 
15 years since Buddy Popowski talked me 
into going."  He said he really loves Spring 
Training because "It's a closer knit, and gets 
you into the swing of the coming baseball 
season.  Plus, you get out of the New Jersey 
winter.  It's a big break-up.  It's also nice to 
be able to get closer to the players and meet 
more people."

He proudly related that, "We met Mo 
Vaughn in a restaurant one time, and I told 
him my uncle was Buddy Popowski, and Mo 
couldn't have been nicer.  He liked Buddy so 
much, and told me all of the things he did 
for him.  David Wright works with the kids 
and goes out of his way with them.  That's 
a big thing.  Ex-Met, Mike Cameron is also 
fantastic for the kids."

Red was with Sayreville's Eddie 
Kolodziej at a game in Jupiter a couple years 
ago, when Parlin's Kevin Mulvey pitched 
for the first time with the Mets.  "Kevin's 
father and grandfather were also there.  He 
doesn't strike out a lot of batters, but gets the 
ball over the plate.  I'm surprised the Mets 
didn't get him back.  The Mets can't get the 
ball over the plate.  They should have got 
him back."

Showing me his "Wall of Fame,"  he told 

me that one of his favorite pictures was of 
him and Jay Hook, the pitcher who won the 
Mets first game in history.  "He was staying 
in our hotel, and my wife found him in the 
elevator.  He told us some great stories.  After 
his baseball career, he became an engineer 
with General Motors."

On one Continental flight to Spring 
Training, Hall-of-Fame manager, Tommy 
LaSorda flew down with Red.  "I had a 
Mets jacket on, and he was giving me a hard 
time.  Then I met him at the turnstile, and he 
couldn't have been nicer.  I asked him if he 
needed a ride, and he became my buddy."  
Jankowski said that, "I like current Mets man-
ager Jerry Manuel.  I think he's run the best 
camp that they've had down here, compared 
to Randolph.  I also like Bobby Valentine.  
He ran a good one, and was very friendly.  
Jerry didn't do what he said he'd do with the 
team.  In the beginning of the year, he was 
hitting behind, and when the season started, 
they didn't hit behind anybody.  They never 
moved the runners, and were all looking for 
home runs.  He seemed to lose it."

There are a lot of former South Amboy/
Sayreville residents either living down there, 
or are "Snowbirds," just on vacation to get 
away from the cold winter months of New 
Jersey.  Red always runs into former South 
Amboy Police Chief Leo McCabe at Port St. 
Lucie, and last year, "At one game, we saw 
four people from Sayreville there."  

Red said that, "I could live at the ball-
park. Watching minor league games is as 
good as watching the World Series to me.  
I try to get on a back field and watch the 
younger kids and the instructors.  They chase 
you out of there now.  Tony Bernazard let us 
stay the last few times we were there.  He 
treated me like gold."

As a youngster, he watched baseball, 
but didn't play.  His favorite all-time player 
is former Mets' catcher Jerry Grote.  "In this 

continued on page 18

BABE RUTH LEAGUE UPDATE
By Mike Marcinczyk, Pres.

With it’s inaugural season now in the 
books, the Raritan Bay Babe Ruth League 
is now gearing up for the 2010 season. The 
2009 season saw over 120 players register 
to play in the league, and we hope to expand 
on those numbers for this coming season. A 
number of very exciting things have taken 
place for the league during the off season! 
We have received approval from the State 
President to expand our territory to now 
include players from Perth Amboy who 
will play along with the teams from South 
Amboy, Sayreville & South River, making 
us the largest league in the district.

We are also very proud to announce that 
Raritan Bay Babe Ruth will host the 13 year 
old District 9 tournament which is scheduled 
to begin around June 25, 2010. We have also 
been given the honor of hosting the 14 year 
old New Jersey State Championship tourna-
ment scheduled for July 21, 2010! 

Registrations are now being accepted 
for the 2010 season. A registration form 
can be downloaded from our website, www.

leaguelineup.com/raritanbaybaberuthleague 
, or you may still register during any of the 
open registrations with the South Amboy 
Youth Athletic Association or Sayreville 
Athletic Association. Registration forms are 
also being distributed through the Middle 
School & High School in all of our partici-
pating towns. Our opening day is scheduled 
for April 10,2010 so please make sure to 
register early! Deadline for registrations is 
March 10,2010.

A very special thank you needs to go 
out to Gene Reagan, Mark Herdman, Roger 
Kuhn & Mike Toth for all of their hard work 
this past season.

Looking forward to seeing everyone at 
the ball fields!

The Miraculous Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past I have asked for many 

favors.  This time I ask you this my special one (mention 
favor).  Take it, Dear Jesus, and place it within your own 
broken heart, where your Father sees it.  Then, in His merci-
ful eyes, it will become your favor, not mine.  Amen.  (Say 
this prayer for 3 days, promise publication and your favor 
will be granted.  Never known to fail.)  -D.R.
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Elaine F. Holton Scott (r), and her niece, Andrea Ploskonka (l) recently released their new 
cookbook.  Elaine has been a feature writer for The SA Times for over 6 years.

New Cookbook Released
Publishamerica is proud to announce 

its recent release of Made In America: A 
Heritage Cookbook" plus "Ethnic Contribu-
tions To Our Nation's Melting Pot Cooking 
Style" by former South Amboy resident 
and long-time SA Times feature writer, 
Elaine F. Holton Scott, and her niece Andrea 
Ploskonka.

"The USA has long been called the 
"Melting Pot," but what's cooking in pots 
throughout America often greatly differs.  
To learn the reasons for the many different 
regional food preferences, we had to go to 
America's past to begin tracing ethnic im-
migration to our shores.

Just as a variety of ingredients will 
change the taste of a recipe, each ethnic group 
has added its own "ingredient" to our "Melt-
ing Pot" cooking style.  With the passage of 
time, as more cultures continued adding "to 
the pot," the end result is the finest and most 
creative cooking in the world."

Elaine F. Scott, author of You Can Do 
It!  The Budget-Friendly Cookbook, lives in 

Marietta, Georgia with her husband, Bob, 
and four beloved pets.  

Andrea Ploskonka is the owner of Palate 
Pleasers, a catering company, while also the 
provider of food services for Automatic Data 
Processing.  Andrea resides in Manalapan 
with her partner, Debra Giordano, three 
ferrets, and newest member of their family, 
Mango, a Skye Terrier.

"Made In America" is currently avail-
able for sale at online bookstores. 

ANOTHER QUESTION, ANOTHER BOOK
By Elaine Holton Scott

“You ask more questions than a Phila-
delphia lawyer,” I was often told as a small 
child.  “What’s a Philadelphia lawyer?” 
I’d always ask in return, but no one ever 
did tell me.  All of these many years later, 
my questions continue, especially when it 
comes to food… the how, why, when, and 
where of it.

 “Why are there so many diverse regional 
food favorites across our country?” Why 
does one state prefer one cooking style while 
another state prefers something else?” were 
questions I began asking myself last winter.  
Climate and area food abundances had 
seemed the obvious answers but I would soon 
learn there was another over-riding factor.  
It’s ethnic immigration, beginning with the 
very first colonists arriving on the shores of 
our “New World.”  With help from the Native 
Americans, those earliest settlers had quickly 
learned about the “strange” food indigenous 
only to our North American Continent, then, 
began cooking it in the “Old World” way of 
their places of birth.  Through time, wherever 
all the different ethnic groups settled, they left 
a legacy of their individual heritages in the 
traditional recipes of their homelands.  The 
very same thing is happening today as new 
ethnic groups continue coming to America, 
all of them adding more “ingredients” to the 
“Melting Pot.” 

 “Would you like to co-author a cook-
book with me?” I had asked my niece, 
Andrea Ploskonka, who, for the past two 
decades, has made a living as a trained chef.  
After explaining the unusual concept for the 
planned cookbook, I told her, “You can do 
most of the cooking, while I do the research 
and writing.” “Sure,” she replied without any 
hesitation, and that’s how Made in America, 
A Heritage Cookbook was conceived.  By 
the time the manuscript was completed, 
the cookbook would contain a history of 
major ethnic immigrations to America, and 
their contributions to our “Melting Pot” 
cooking style.  Many of the 195 recipes in 
the cookbook are from special people who 

graciously shared their treasured “heirloom” 
recipes with us, as well, as newer family 
favorites.  There’s a rule of thumb when it 
comes to cooking:  if you want a great recipe, 
ask a friend, and that’s what we did.    The 
cookbook’s recipes are also proof the best 
cooks aren’t found in high-class restaurants 
but, rather, in kitchens, preparing meals for 
their families with the extra “ingredient” 
called love.  

Made in America is a very unique cook-
book, as both the recipes and history provide 
an insight as to what makes us so “Ameri-
can.”  Cookbooks don’t have to be just one 
impersonal recipe after another.  They can 
also be avenues for learning, and knowledge, 
no matter how seemingly trivial it may be, 
is “food for the brain.”  Hopefully, we have 
made the “learning part” of the cookbook 
as interesting as the recipes.

There still remains one unanswered 
question:  What’s this business about a “Phil-
adelphia lawyer”?  Does anyone know?

(Feel free to contact Elaine at site-
seein526@bellsouth.net.)

PRAYER TO ST. JUDE
(To be said when problems arise or when one seems 

to be deprived of all visible help, on far cases almost 
despaired of). Most holy Apostle St. Jude, faithful servant 
and friend of Jesus, the church honors and invokes you 
universally as the patron of hopeless cases, of things 
almost despaired of, pray for me, I am so helpless and 
alone. Make use I implore you of that particular privilege 
given to you, to bring visible and speedy help where help 
is almost despaired of. Come to my assistance in this 
great need that I may receive the consolation and help of 
heaven in all my necessities, tribulations, and sufferings., 
and that I may praise God with you and all the elect 
forever.  I promise O Blessed St. Jude, to be ever mindful 
of this great favor, to always honor you as my special and 
powerful patron, and to gratefully encourage devotion to 
you. Amen.  Thank You St. Jude. -E.P..
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Eagles Honored For 30th Anniversary
By Tom Burkard

On February 3rd, at halftime of the 
Cardinal McCarrick-Monroe boys' bas-
ketball game, the St. Mary's Eagles boys' 
basketball team, who captured the 1980 
South Jersey Parochial B state championship, 
were honored by the school.   The players 
and coaches were announced and walked 
out to center court, where they were greeted 
with cheers and presented a special shirt by 
AD Gil Pritchard, who happened to be the 
team's assistant coach that season. 

The powerful Blue & Gold team turned 
in the greatest record in St. Mary's/Cardinal 
McCarrick history with an amazing 25-3 
record under Coach Bob Howarth.

I was honored to interview a few of 
the players about their memories of that 
championship year:

Dan Kudelka was the center and lead-
ing scorer for the Saints.  He said that, 
"Everything on our team was equal.  After 
losing to St. Mary's Perth Amboy during the 
regular season, and St. Peter's in the County 
Tournament, we beat both of them in the 

State Tournament.
Bill Howarth "We had a bunch of guys 

who scored double digits, and the bench also 
had a lot of points.  Fundamentally, we were 
good shooters, knew how to rebound, always 
passing and picking away.  The bottom line 
was that there was not a selfish bone in us.  
It was all about winning."  

Paul Fecskovics, who hit the two-pres-
sure packed free throws with no time remain-
ing, to nip St. Peter's 60-59 in the title game 
played at Sayreville War Memorial High 
School, said, "Everyone could score.  We 
had five people in double figures.  It was a 
well-balanced team.  It was an unbelievable 
moment you dream about as a kid.  You 
take a one-on-one foul shot with no time 
on the clock, and you've got to make both 
of them."

John Inman "My greatest memory of 
that season was winning the state title.  We 
had a fantastic record, played a lot of high 
end teams, knocked off a lot of good teams 
during that time period."

THE BEAUTY OF “DANNY BOY”
By Henny Conroy

I have in my music library an amazing 
album from the late 60’s of The Byrnes 
Family singing Irish songs “live” in the Sea 
Girt Inn. On that album, Bobby Byrnes, the 
de facto lead singer of that much loved band 
gave me a much needed Irish music educa-
tion in his spoken introduction to The Irish 
Anthem called “Danny Boy,” a song that 
at that time guiltily, even though a proud 
Irishman, I considered to be corny, overly 
dramatic and trite. 

In a narration before he begins the actual 
singing of the song, Bobby first explains the 
circumstances of the very familiar opening 
verse, a verse I mistakenly thought was 
the whole song, “Oh Danny boy, the pipes 
the pipes are calling…”.  The story is very 
simple, really. A father is saying goodbye 
to his son as the boy is leaving to go off 
to fight in Ireland during the time of “The 
Troubles.”  It just seemed overdone and over 
hyped and not worthy of all the ballyhoo 
about “Danny Boy”.

Ah, but then Bobby continued and I 
found that the real beauty of the ballad is in 
the too often deleted second verse. I learned 
that the father is very sick and knows he will 
soon be dead and that this will probably be 
the last time that he will ever be with his 
son, Danny Boy. Can you imagine facing 
your child and knowing it will be the last 
time to talk to them, or to hug them, or to 
hear their voice? Danny Boy’s father has 
to endure this unbelievable pain of saying 
goodbye, but as a way of taking the finality 
out of this last meeting,  he asks his son to 
come and visit and say a prayer over his 
grave when he returns home, and these are 
the beautiful words of the second verse of 
Danny Boy….

“But when you come, and all the flowers 
are dying If I am dead, as dead I well may 
be You'll come and find the place where I 
am lying And kneel and say an "Ave" there 
for me. And I shall hear, how soft you tread 
above me And all my grave will warmer, 
sweeter be For you shall bend and tell me 
that you love me And I shall sleep in peace 
until you come to me.’

And thanks to Bobby Byrnes, I have 
never found a verse in any song or any piece 
of writing that has moved as much as this 
last verse of Danny Boy. 

This next Wednesday, February 24th,  
I’ll be playing this version of Danny Boy 
and other Irish music in preparation for the 
Saint Patrick’s Day parade on our monthly 
radio show on www.raritanbayradio.com. 
Thanks to George Fuller for his great guest 
shot last month and he’ll be back soon for 
part 2. Tune in next Wednesday from 8pm til 
9:30 and come and say hello at the Landmark 
every Saturday night.  

Henny The DJ @ aol.com

The St. Mary’s 1979-1980 State Championship team was recently honored during halftime of 
the CMHS Eagles game.  Pictured (l-r) Gil Pritchard, JV Coach, Sister Joan Gavron, Principal, 
Bernie Orzewski, Bob Howarth (Coach), John Inman, Paul Fecskovics, Brian Gorczynski, 
Danny Kudelka, Bill Howarth, Rob (Rock) Howe, Paul Connolly(mgr). Missing from picture 
(Kenny Connors, Tom Misak, Tom Murray, Ed Stevens).  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

The target date for G.R. Spiecker's new book, 
The Wayward Wind is February 25th.  You 
may purchase it from the publisher's web 
site: www.bbotw.com or by calling their toll 
free number 1-877-289-2665.  Cost is $12.95 
plus $4.50 for shipping.  Avoid shipping cost 
and pick it up at O'Ireland Gift Shop, 130 
N. Broadway, South Amboy.  Store hours 
Tues.-Sat. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
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What's Going On Here?

This Nativity scene depicts Mary, Joseph and Baby Jesus.  Missing from the picture are the 
three Wise Men, 3 camels, and an assortment of barnyard animals.  They are replaced by 
two smiling snowmen.  (Photo/information courtesy of Bill Garnett)

General Manager Gerry Marrone, of the Sky 
Blue Women's Professional Soccer League 
team, proudly holds his club's championship 
trophy, which was presented to him at the 
New Jersey Sports Writers Association 
74th Anniversary Banquet at the Pines in 
Edison.  Gerry, is a former South Amboy 
resident and was junior co-captain of Coach 
Tony Gonsalves' 1978 Hoffman High soccer 
squad, the greatest in school history with a 
17-5 record.  Congratulations, Gerry!

Dick Costello, one of the all-time greatest 
photographers in the area, who spent many 
years with The News Tribune posed for this 
great shot.  Costello photographed 8 U.S. 
Presidents in his career, and countless 
celebrities and dignitaries.

Pitcher Rick Porcello, won 14 games in his 
first full year with the Detroit Tigers.  The 
former Seton Hall Prep star was honored 
by N.J. Sportswriters Association with 
its Baseball Rookie Pitcher of the Year 
award.

Kelly Kulick of Union recently made history 
in professional bowling, by becoming the first 
woman to capture a Professional Bowler 
Association championship, beating the men 
in one of the most prestigious majors, the 
Tournament of Champions in Las Vegas.  
She is shown here with her 2010 Pro Bowler 
of the Year trophy, which she received at 
the banquet.

Dr. Emery Konick, Jr. (l), President Emeritus of the New Jersey Sports Writers Association, 
congratulates Pro Bowler of the Year, Kelly Kulick on her outstanding, history-making 
performance.  Dr. Konick, who stepped down after 20 years as President of the New Jersey 
Sports Writers Association, received a special award for his service and dedication. 

Pro Wrestling 
Comes
To Sayreville

National Wrestling Superstars is team-
ing with the Sayreville Knights of Columbus 
to promote a wrestling benefit with partial 
proceeds going to the K of C Council 2061 
Building Fund and Community Activities.  
The event will be held on Sat., March 13 at 
the Knight's Victorian Hall, 775 Washington 
Rd., Parlin (Across from the Parlin Post Of-
fice) and will feature former WWE star Greg 
The Hammer Valentine, plus the tag team 
known as The Nigerian Nightmares, and 
local stars JT Highlander, Nicky Oceans and 
more.  Bell time is 7:45 p.m.  Tickets priced 
at $19 adults; $17 children and seniors, go 
on sale at local outlets shortly, but you can 
order now by calling 732-888-1704.

Sayreville Library 
Event

Rock Band Tournament! Teens in grades 
6-8 are invited to compete at Rock Band 
2. Friday, February 26 at 2:30 PM. Come 
on let’s Rock! Register your “band”in the 
Children’s Room today! 

New Jersey Sports Writers Association
74th Anniversary Banquet, Jan. 31, 2010

At The Pines Manor, Edison, NJ

Anniversary 
Cookbook

Our Lady of Victories 125th Anniversary 
Cookbook is now available. This fabulous 
cookbook features 300 mouth-watering reci-
pes from our parishioners. The price of the 
cookbook is $15.00. To reserve a cookbook(s) 
please call Teri at (732)727-7639 or send a 
check payable to OLV Seniors to: Teri Yetsko, 
6 Lani St. South Amboy, NJ 08879. 

Phil Pepe, world-renowned Author, 
Writer/Columnist, and Sportscaster, who 
has written over 40 books on some of 
the biggest names in sports, received the 
Golden Journalist Excellence award.

Photo/Story Exclusive by Tom Burkard
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Local History

Early 1900's-Steuerwald's Hotel was located at 208 Bordentown Ave. next to Dr. Hoffman's 
home/office.  Nelson and Ernestine Deats from Morgan purchased it around 1940, and 
owned it to 1975, when it was three apartments.  Their daughter Margaret lived there from 
1941-1951 with her children Charles, Margaret, Doris and John Koerner.  Does anyone 
know the people in the picture, or what type of pump the man is leaning on?  If you do, drop 
us a line at: satimes@aol.com.  (Photo/information courtesy of Charlie Koerner)

Maureen K. Wlodarczyk proudly displays her 
new book, Past Forward, which is "A 3 decade 
and 3,000 mile journey home."  Come and 
see her very special program on Geneaology 
on March 18th at Dowdell Library.

Game called because of Snow-As a result of the significant amount of heavy snowfall from 
the February 10th blizzard, the backstop at Vets Field collapsed to the ground.  (Photo/info 
Exclusive By Bill Garnett)

MUSIC THROUGH 
THE AGES

Come experience a new era of BIG 
BAND music! Friday, March 12th at 7:00 
p.m. at Lourdes Center at St. Bernadette 
Church, 20 Villanova Road, Parlin, NJ. 
$15.00.  Reservations Recommended, 
Dessert and Beverage included. Proceeds 
benefit the church renovation fund. No one 
under the age of 13 permitted. For tickets 
and information call: 732-721-2772

Student Athletes
Article Submitted

Sacred Heart’s Chima Ekekeughbor 
recently took and passed an entrance exam 
for Christian Brothers Academy in Lincroft 
NJ.  He did so well on the test that Chima 
was offered and has accepted a free full 4 
year academic scholarship from CBA.

Chima has attended Sacred Heart 
Grammar School in South Amboy since 
Pre-Kindergarten and has been a success-
ful player for the basketball team since 
2nd grade. Sacred Heart’s Aaron Lewis has 
been accepted into the honors program at 
Cardinal McCarrick High School and will 
be a member of the class of 2014. Aaron and 
Chima have been good friends since starting 
Pre-K together.

Both have recently won their school and 
local spelling bee’s held by the Knights of 
Columbus of Sayreville.  Chima and Aaron 
placed in the top four spots of the Knights 
of Columbus Diocesan Spelling Bee and 
they will now travel in April to the State 
competition in Brick NJ representing Sacred 
Heart of South Amboy.  Good luck to our 
local student athletes.

McCarrick Students Tutor At Sacred 
Heart elementary 

TOTAL (Teaching Others Through 
Acknowledgment and Learning) is a group 
of peer tutors who offer academic assistance 
to their fellow Cardinal McCarrick High 
School students.  

TOTAL meets before and after school 
to work individually with those students 
who require some extra reinforcement in 
math, language arts, and in other subject 
areas as needed.  

The group also meets after school with 
students from Sacred Heart Elementary 
School in South Amboy to provide home-
work support.   

The TOTAL students have been trained 
in order to provide their help to others which 
is done on a voluntary basis. 

VIETNAM ERA 
SLIDE SHOW AND 
DISCUSSION

On Saturday, February 27, 2010 at 1:00 
P.M., the New Jersey Vietnam Veterans' 
Memorial Foundation will host a slide show 
and discussion entitled A Glimpse at Fort 
Monmouth's Support to Vietnam led by 
Melissa Ziobro, Command Historian of the 
U.S. Army CECOM Life Cycle Management 
Command.  This program will be held at the 
Vietnam Era Educational Center in Holmdel, 
NJ.  Teachers attending will receive profes-
sional credit.  Lecture attendees are asked 
to RSVP to (732) 335-0033.  

Flashback: 1969
Colleens Won State Title

The Colleens, a local color guard unit, 
who represented American Legion Luke 
A. Lovely Post #62 South Amboy, won the 
state championship at the American Legion 
Convention in Wildwood.  Kathy Hanas was 
Captain of the Colleens.  Other members 
were: Flag Section-Lisa Berke, Marybeth 
DeNigris, Paula Gefeti, Ellen Foggan, 
Audrey Rappe, Rosemary Kaczorowski, 
Bridget Potthoff, Helen Stockinger, Diane 
Walas; Rifle Section-Maureen Duggan, 
Elaine Shinnick, Ellen Shinnick, Mary Jo 
Perepolka,; Sabre Section-Kathy Hanas, 
Capt., Alice Weiss, Beverly Denniston, Judie 
Bradford, and Drummer, Charlene Stueuber.  
Mary Denniston was the Guard Director, and 
Cal Denniston was the Instructor. 

“Breakfast at Shoregate”:  South Amboy 
Mayor John T. O’Leary is shown helping 
to serve a delicious breakfast prepared by 
Chef Tiffany Tooker on Sunday, January 
24th at the community room at Shoregate.  
Bea Harvey, Lina Dreesen and Shoregate 
Board members arranged the affair, which 
everyone who attended felt was a huge 
success. (Photo Submitted)

(Article Submitted)
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Shadow Road Is
On The Rise

The rock band, Shadow Road, led by 
Sayreville's own Brian Bottomly on guitar 
is making quite a name for itself.  The group 
opened last year for the world-renowned 
Blue Oyster Cult, and received rave reviews 
for its outstanding performance.  Bottomly 
also wrote and released a Christmas CD, and 
donated the money from the sales to a needy 
charity.  Congratulations, Brian and Shadow 
Road, and we know we'll be hearing more 
about you in the future!

#1 Pop Hits On Feb. 
20
2003-All I Have-Jennifer Lopez
1995-Creep-TLC
1980-Do That To Me-Captain & Tennille
1975-You're No Good-Linda Ronstadt
1960-Teen Angel-Mark Dinning

#1 Country Hits On 
Feb. 20
1994-I Swear-John Michael Montgomery
1980-Love Me Over Again-Don Williams
1972-It's Four In The Morning-Faron 
Young
1964-B.J. The D.J.-Stonewall Jackson

One-Hit Wonders
45 Years Ago

1965-My Love, Forgive Me-Robert 
Goulet; The Wedding-Julie Rogers; Leader 
Of The Laundromat-The Detergents; The 
Jerk-The Larks; Twine Time-Alvin Cash & 
The Crawlers; The Boy From New York City-
The Ad Libs; The Birds And The Bees-Jewel 
Akens; Goldfinger-Shirley Bassey; Baby 
The Rain Must Fall-Glenn Yarbrough; A 
Walk In The Black Forest-Horst Jankowski; 
You Turn Me On-Ian Whitcomb & Blues-
ville; Eve Of Destruction-Barry McGuire; 
Laugh At Me-Sonny; Liar, Liar-The Cast-
aways; Keep On Dancing-The Gentrys; 
Everyone's Gone To The Moon-Jonathan 
King; You've Got To Hide Your Love Away-
Silkie; May The Bird Of Paradise Fly Up 
Your Nose-"Little" Jimmy Dickens; Don't 
Think Twice-Wonder Who?

Those Old High School Dances
By Tom Burkard

Mick Moloney & 
Friends Return 

Middlesex County Cultural and 
Heritage Commission, the Folklife 
Program for New Jersey, in association 
with the City of South Amboy welcome 
the return of musician and vocalist Mick 
Moloney for the 16th year, at 7 pm on 
Wednesday, March 3, 2010, at South 
Amboy High School, 200 Governor 
Harold G. Hoffman Plaza on John T. 
O’Leary Boulevard, South Amboy, 
NJ.  This free program is funded in 
part by Middlesex County Cultural 
and Heritage Commission, Middlesex 
County Board of Chosen Freeholders, 
and New Jersey State Council on the 
Arts/Department of State, a Partner 
Agency of the National Endowment 
for the Arts

Back in the 1960's, probably from 1965-
69, local high schools had dances almost 
every Friday or Saturday night.  Our area was 
overloaded with talented rock 'n' roll bands 
or "garage bands" as they were known by 
many.  Sayreville War Memorial High School 
and St. Mary's High School had the most, 
while H.G. Hoffman High had their dances 
mainly on special days such as Halloween 
or Valentine's Day.  In the summer Sacred 
Heart would hold teen dances in Memorial 
Hall across from the Church.

The Renegades played at almost all of 
the Sayreville dances for 2 years, as well 
as block dances, thrilling the crowds with 
their covers of The Rolling Stones and Paul 
Revere & The Raiders.  The Renegades super 
lineup consisted of SA Times own feature 
writer, Clem Skarzynski on guitar, Ron 
Crowley-guitar, Joe Crowley-drums, Ken 
Andrejewski-bass, their original keyboard 
player was Joe Surra, and Bruce Carr fol-
lowed him.  The Renegades break song was a 
Stones' cover, 2120 South Michigan Avenue, 
which featured the harmonica.

The Profit$ were easily St. Mary's most 
popular band, playing top tunes of the day 
at most of the school dances, from 1965-68.  

The original band was composed of members 
of the Class of '68, Bobby Toye-lead vocalist/
tambourine player, Mike Henry-guitar, Jim 
Coan-guitar, Joe "Streak" DeLucia-bass, and 
Tim Tice-drums.  Richie Rasmussen joined 
the band as a keyboard player in '68. 

Frank Thomas and The Coachmen 
fronted by lead vocalist/guitarist Franny 
Fee,  played at high school dances, parties 
and other big events, and won a battle of 
the bands at St. Mary's Gym in 1967 de-
feating over 20 other area groups.  Other 
Coachmen included Roy Elyea-guitar, Roy 
Erickson-bass, Rich Standowski-drums, Bill 
Lotkowictz-keys, and Wayne Meszaros oc-
casionally performed on guitar.

Carl Scott & The Jades featured Mr. 
Scott on lead vocals/sax, and if you ever 
went to those summer dances at Sacred 
Heart, you probably still remember his 
outstanding renditions of "Sitting In The 
Park," and "What Time Is It," just perfect 
for slow-dancin' with your honey.  Other 
band members were Glenn Giles-bass, Rick 
Donnelly-guitar, Mike Bielak-guitar, Bob 
Vacca-guitar, Joe Surra-keys, Bruce Howard-
drums, and founder/original drummer-Jack 
Mulqueen.

The Austin 4 was the area's "Beatle 
Band."  They once played on the roof of the 
Madison Cinema for the premiere of "A Hard 
Day's Night."  Their fine lineup consisted of 
Paul Wojciechowski-guitar, Tom Kelly-gui-
tar, Ricky "J" Jarusiewicz-bass, and former 
owner of the Broadway Central in South 
Amboy, Wayne Turbak on drums. 

The Leisurely Times was an almost 
all-Hoffman High group consisting of Joe 
Tanski-guitar, Ray Drost-guitar, Fran Chon-
sky-drums, and lots of singers including Gary 
McKenna, Curt Wood, Greg Havlusch, and 
Edwin Witkowski.  In addition, we found 
that South Amboy Attorney Greg Kusic 
(the only St. Mary's member), also played 
drums for this group.  Since The SA Times 
series, "History of Local Bands" appeared 
in 1997, which incorrectly mentioned that 
Greg performed with The Carltons, he 
recently told me that he played with The 
Leisurely Times.

Music Trivia
Free

By Tom Burkard

1.__Richie Havens a.Free Fallin'
2.__The Monkees b.People Got To Be Free
3.__Tom Petty c.Free Bird
4.__The Rascals d.Freedom
5.__Lynyrd Skynyrd e.Free Ride
6.__The Beatles f.Free
7.__Chicago g.Free Your Mind
8.__Bachman-Turner Overdrive h.Free As A Bird
9.__Edgar Winter Group i.I Wanna Be Free
10._Roger Williams j.Freeway of Love
11._Steve Winwood k.Free Wheelin'
12._En Vogue l.Born Free
13._Aretha Franklin m.Freedom Overspill

Answers
1d 2i 3a 4b 5c 6h 7f 8k 9g 10l 11m 12g 13j.

Jack Frost lead guitarist for Seven Witches 
gave a performance at the recent Brookdale 
Guitar Show held at Brookdale Community 
College.  Frost has released 18 albums 
to date, his performance at the show was 
incredible and his Q&A with the crowd was 
very inspiring. (Photo by Brian Stratton)  
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School Sports
By Tom Burkard

(As of Feb. 2)

Girls Basketball
Cardinal McCarrick (14-1)  Coach Lynn 

Ust is getting plenty of production from top 
scorer, Olivia Gorczynski, Lexi Born, Mag-
gie Presnal, Kristen Hansen, Jen Shereyka, 
and Kathleen Salardino.  The Lady Birds 
should be tough in the counties and states.

Sayreville (12-5) Jessica Kitrys and 
Lanie Andrews have been providing the 
bulk of the Bombers scoring as of late, for 
Coach Tara Currie's club.

South Amboy (10-7) Margarita Galanos 
and Jillian Webber are the Lady Guvs go-to 
players, and have been consistently lighting 
up the scoreboard all season. 

Boys Basketball
Cardinal McCarrick (12-6) Dana Ray-

sor, Mo Isaac, Jeremy Cruz and Charlie Gor-
man have been leading the Eagles attack.

Sayreville (10-6) Topping the Bombers 
are Jarrell Smith, Mark Keir, Tarif Jackson 
and David Milewski.

South Amboy (9-8) Senior superstar, 
Joe Charmello recently reached the coveted 
1,000 point milestone, and continues to 
provide most of the Guvs' offensive power.  
Dustin DeVoe, Matt Reagan, and Chris-
tian Geant have recently been in double 
figures.

Girls Bowling
Cardinal McCarrick (17-0-1) The Lady 

Eagles captured the Blue Division champion-
ship with a superb (13-0-1) record.  Nicole 
Baginsky is the top bowler again this season 
with a fine 192 avg., #7 in the county.  Krissy 
Troutman averages 165, while Katie Latham 
and Nicole Higgins each sport a 163 averaged 
for the talented Blue & Gold team.

Sayreville (Unknown) Kristy Bebert has 
been the best bowler all season for the Bomb-
ers, and gets help from Tracy Karpinski.

South Amboy (0-10) Korie Vee and 
Patty Cruz have recently added some punch 
to the lineup in support of top bowler Mary 
O'Connor.

Boys Bowling
Sayreville (16-0) The powerful Bomb-

ers copped the White Division crown with 
a perfect (12-0) mark this season.  The big 
scorers recently have been Eric Applegate, 
Ryan Roberts, Anthony Nicholas, Wayne 
Bebert, Glenn Sauer, Phillip Bailey.  Coach 
Mike Weinert's club continues to be one of 
the best in Middlesex County.

Cardinal McCarrick (8-7 ). The Eagles 
finished 3rd in the Blue Division with a 
respectable (8-4) showing.  Vin Bath led the 
way with a strong 192 avg.

South Amboy (1-11-1) Phil Oppen-
heimer and Kevin Riley have had an out-
standing season for the Guvs.

Girls Swimming
Sayreville (2-6) The McKenna sis-

ters, Maureen and Shannon have excelled 
throughout the year.  Sisters Michelle and 
Dana Quinn have also contributed greatly 
to the Blue & Gray.

Boys Swimming
Sayreville (6-5) Peter Dufrat and Skyler 

Lutz have been outstanding for the Bombers.  
Nick Weber, Ryan Zucker, and Rob Nunes 
have turned in fine showings throughout 
the season.

Wrestling (11-6)  Rookie Coach Anton 
Atterbury has guided the Bombers to a pretty 
respectable season.  Tony Geiger, Gino Schi-
fano, Mike Bohling and Gary Siriday have 
turned in fine recent performances.

Steve Kowal

Gorczynski Leads 
McCarrick

Talented junior, Olivia Gorczynski 
poured in 29 points to lead the Cardinal 
McCarrick Lady Eagles to an easy 73-44 
romp over Sayreville, to sweep the season 
series.  Lexi Born chipped in with 11 points, 
and Maggie Presnal 10 for Augusta Street 
girls.  Lanie Andrews popped in 14 and 
Jessica Kitrys 12 for the Washington Road 
warriors.

Cardinal McCarrick's football Coach Robert Kearns (l) and principal Jean Kline (r) proudly 
look on as Dominic Appiah (c) signs a letter of intent to play football for Boston College.  
Appiah is a 2009 Cardinal McCarrick graduate. (Photo submitted)

Appiah Gets Football Scholarship
By Steve Schmid

Dominic Appiah has become the first 
Cardinal McCarrick football star to win 
a full scholarship to a major college pro-
gram.  Appiah has signed a letter of intent 
to play with the Boston College Eagles, as 
a defensive end.  Appiah played 2 football 
seasons with Cardinal McCarrick as a tight 
end and defensive end, and also played for 
the basketball team before his 2009 gradu-
ation.  He then went to Chesire Academy 
in Connecticut as a postgraduate student to 
improve his athletic and scholastic skills.  
He did extensive weight training, and is now 
listed as 6-5, 265 pounds.  He only weighed 

218 pounds as a senior with McCarrick.  
Dominic also improved his speed, and is 
now clocked at 4.9 seconds in the 40-yard 
dash.  He will face powerful schools in the 
Atlantic Coast Conference such as Virginia 
Tech, Florida State, North Carolina, and 
Georgia Tech.  Boston College also faces 
Notre Dame in the football season.  He picked 
Boston College over Miami Florid, UConn, 
Maryland and others.  The Cardinal McCar-
rick football and basketball communities are 
very proud of Dominic and wish him well 
in his collegiate career.

Kitrys Reaches 
1,000

Sayreville girls basketball superstar, 
Jessica Kitrys became the third girl in school 
history to score 1,000 points in her career.  
She hit the milestone with a layup in the 
third quarter, as the Bombers downed New 
Brunswick, 39-35.  She poured in 18 points 
and hauled down 16 rebounds to lead the 
Blue & Gray.  Kitrys is the first girl to crack 
the elusive mark since Cindy Allman did so 
in 1982.  Sayreville's legendary all-around 
star athlete, Rhonda Rompola was the first 
to break the 1,000 point barrier.

College Chatter
David Langan, a 2009 graduate of Sayre-

ville War Memorial HS, is seeing plenty of 
playing time as a freshman at Wesley College 
in Delaware.  The 6-9 center has started 13 
of the team's first 18 games, and helped lead 
them to a (12-6) mark.  He has scored 67 
points, a 3.8 avg., and ripped 71 rebounds, 
3.9 per game, while averaging 15.3 minutes 
played with the Wolverines.  Langan has 7 
blocks, which is tied for #2 on Wesley.  His 
high game was 10 points in a 78-66 victory 
over Bridgewater College.

Eagles D.J. To Retire
Steve Kowal, the popular D.J. at St. 

Mary's/Cardinal McCarrick High School 
basketball games remembers how his career 
as the school's D.J. began.  "It was quiet at 
our home games, and when we went to other 
schools, they always had music to psych the 
players up.  Coach Don Szatkowski and I 
talked about it, and decided we needed 
something to pump up the crowd and play-
ers, so in 1997, back when the school was 
St. Mary's, I started with a stereo, and added 
a piece of equipment each year."

He plays a large variety of popular 
music, from classic rock to current stuff 
the kids enjoy, and it certainly adds to the 
atmosphere at the gym, and gets the crowd 

going and the players ready for battle.  Kowal 
always seemed to play the right songs at the 
right time.

Steve, who will soon be moving to the 
Eastern Shore of North Carolina, said that 
"It's bittersweet for me to be leaving.  I 
love the school and the teachers.  They did 
a great job with my daughter in academics 
and sports.  I will really miss it."

Boys Cross Country Coach/Educator 
Ed Twomey said, "He's a tough guy to 
replace."

Congratulations on a great job, and a 
special thank you for all of your time and 
hard work as the Eagles' volunteer D.J. for 12 
years.  Good luck to you and your family!

Durski, Pipala 
Star For Monroe

Two high school athletes with South 
Amboy relatives have made quite a name 
for themselves at Monroe.  Ray Durski is a 
talented soccer and baseball player, while 
Hunter Pipala is an outstanding wrestler, 
who is the #3 ranked 171-pounder in the 
county.

GMC Bowling 
Tourney

Girls Quarter Finals
Piscataway nipped Cardinal McCarrick, 

2-1 despite a strong performance by Nicole 
Baginsky, who rolled 213-208-236.

Boys Quarter Finals
Sayreville stopped JFK, 2-0, as Wayne 

Bebert fired an outstanding 276-230.McCarrick Avenges 
Bombers

Coach Joe Lewis' Cardinal McCarrick 
Eagles boys' basketball team came out with 
a score to settle against the Sayreville Bomb-
ers, after having lost an earlier heartbreaker 
to them.  The Blue & Gold utilized strong 
performances from Dana Raysor 16 points, 
Mo Isaac 14 points and 10 rebounds, and 
Jeremy Cruz 13 points, to stop Sayreville, 
53-38.  Jarrell Smith topped the Bombers 
with 15 markers.

Bombers Top 
Eagles

The powerful Sayreville boys bowling 
team, (14-0), throttled Cardinal McCarrick 
(8-2), 4-0.  The Bomber bowlers were led 
by Ryan Roberts 212-277-213-702; An-
thony Nicholas 279-203-673; Glenn Sauer 
212-536; Phil Bailey 202-224-426; Eric 
Applegate 371; Jay Ciszewski 229-229; 
Bill Cavanaugh 178; Wayne Bebert 156; 
Ryan Aucone 153; Mike Danchisko 130.  
The Eagles scoring was: Kevin Savoia 537; 
Erik Leonhardt 205-537; Vin Bath 531; 
Jason Latham 492; Dan Rack 450; Bob 
Krimin 391.

Cardinal McCarrick Beats Sayreville
The unbeaten Cardinal McCarrick 

girls bowling squad (14-0-1), stopped the 
Sayreville Bombers, 4-0.  Nicole Baginsky 
topped the Blue & Gold with a 530, and 
was followed by teammates Katie Latham 
527; Nicole Higgins 480; Krissy Troutman 

452; Liz Farrell 407; Jen McAndrew 372.  
The Sayreville scoring line read: Megan 
Bernstein 477; Kristy Bebert 471; Tracy 
Karpinski 462; Leeann Carbone 386; Kristin 
Renz 372; Melissa Tanchingio 259.

(Photo by Tom Burkard)

Photo left – South Amboy High School’s Joe Charmello drives for a layup against Wardlaw-
Hartridge HS to score his 1000th career point. Photo right – Coach Mark Truhan (l) presents 
Joe (r) the game ball to commemorate his outstanding accomplishment.  (Photo by Brian 
Stratton)
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Dowdell Library 
Events 

Come join us at the Dowdell Public 
Library of South Amboy (adjacent to High 
School) for these upcoming Youth Service 
events! Registration is required for all activi-
ties, please call or stop by to sign up.

FEBRUARY:  ‘The Winter OLYM-
PICS”

Tot Time - ages 2 and under:  Monday, 
February 22 @ 1:30 pm

Story & Craft - 3-5 year olds: Wednes-
day, February 24 (bring your favorite stuffed 
animal), @ 3:30 pm

Story & Craft - 5 year olds & up:  Friday, 
February 19, & 26 @ 3:30 pm

Wii OLYMPICS: (Under 17/YA) Thurs-
day, February 25 @ 6:30 pm

MARCH:  The Library’s 96th Anniver-
sary Programs!

Thursday, March 4@6:00 pm:  Prom 
Dress Swap! Parent permission required. 

March 7-13: Teen Tech Week:  Visit us 
and learn how to use “Jersey Clicks” (a search 
engine); print out and hand in an article to 
enter the I-Pod drawing!

Monday, March 15@7:00pm, Magic 
Show: The Dowdell Library is proud to 
announce its 96th Anniversary! Come see 
magician, Mark Zacharia present Mysteries 
of the Library on Monday, March 15@7:00 
pm.  This interactive magic show talks about 
the library being the most magical place on 
Earth.  It features how to select the right 
book for your age, what you should expect 
from the library, and how any question you 
have could be answered by starting at the 
library.  

Every child receives a magic library card 
complete with magic trick taught on the back, 
as well as a kazoo so all can participate in the 
show-ending Kazoo SymPhony.  So bring the 
family and have an unforgettable time! 

Friday, March 19 and 26 @ 3:30 pm:  
“Wii Rock Band Demo” (kids 5-10)

Monday, March 22 @ 6:00 pm “Wii 
Teen Rock Band Competition”

Enter the Library Champions drawing 
for free tickets to IZOD Center family shows 
at  njlibrarychampions.org by filling out the 
online form with the name of a book you read.  
The last drawing closes March 27, 2010.

business, people started talking sports, 
and I just fell in love with it again.  When 
Buddy Popowski and Eddie Wayne Wlodarc-
zyk would go down to Florida, I would tease 
them and ask if they had room in the car for 
me.  They'd get their haircuts here." 

Jankowski has endless memories and 
stories to tell about his trips to Spring Train-
ing.  "I get pictures of different people I get 
to talk to down there.  I have a picture with 
the Mets owner."  Red also has a picture of 
the Mets' last three or four GM's, and one 
with Jerry Manuel and him, among other 
interesting mementos.

 He gets baseballs autographed, but says, 
"I don't go out of my way."  He once had 
Mets' GM Steve Phillips get him Mookie 
Wilson, and Al Leiter's autographs.  Red 
eventually got to meet Leiter personally, and 
said, "He's fantastic.  He signed anything you 
wanted."  Sayreville's most famous barber 
also met "six or seven" Mets pitchers in the 
Outback, and he said "They were out for 
dinner and very friendly.  If you treat them 
halfway decent, they'll be the same way to 
you."  Red is also a big supporter of Mets' 
ace pitcher Johan Santana. "Santana is a 
fantastic pitcher and friendly guy," according 
to the Mets super fan.

Red's advice to anyone that wants to go 
to Spring Training: "If you're a baseball fan, 
it's the best place to be.  It gets you in, and 
you get to actually see what they do.  You 
talk to different trainers, talk to the players.  
During the season, you never get close to 
them.  In Florida, you walk right up and 
meet them in restaurants and stores.  We 
were in Walgreen's one night and Mets' GM 
Omar Minaya walked in.  I've known him 
for a while, and he's always very friendly."

I'm sure Red will add to his outstand-
ing collection of Spring Training memories, 
stories, photos and other memorabilia this 
year.  Have a great trip, Red, and thank you 
for sharing a few of those great times with 
The SA Times readers!     

"Red The Barber" 
Jankowski

continued form page 11
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The Local Sports Memory Machine
By Tom Burkard

T.H.E. 
GameGlory Days in

Local Sports

From The Sports Archives

1963-The talented Sacred Heart Grammar School's 8th Grade basketball team consisted 
of standing (l-r) Coach Ray "Butch" Tomaszewski, Don Szatkowski, Vince Zebro, Edwin 
Witkowski, Opiola, Fred Bergold, Father Myron Gayda.  Seated (l-r) ?, Jack Trenta, John 
Clark, Art Birmingham, Joe Castellano, ?, Bob Zukowski, ?   Coach Tomaszewski proudly 
remembered this club by saying, "The team was exceptional overall with plenty of talent.  
The majority did very well in high school sports and life in general."
(Photo courtesy of Marty Ruszala; Player identification courtesy of Coach Tomaszewski)

1940-Hoffman boys' basket-
ball team routed Rumson, 35-23, as 
Ernie Read and Buckalew tossed in 
9 points apiece.  Gregor added 6 

points, Ed Sapoznick 5, Hess 4, 
and Walt Rogers 2.  Richmond 

and Render also saw some action 
for the Governors.  1958-Highlands belted 
the Governors, 61-49.  Bob Bloodgood led 
the Purple & Gold with 20 points, while 
teammates Bob Martin scored 16, and Paul 
Poetsch 10.  1964-St. Mary's boys' basketball 
team thumped Perth Amboy St. Mary's, 63-
49 in the South Jersey Parochial B semis.  
Coach Luke Lenahan's Eagles were led by 
Jay Derent with 20 points, Ray Selover 
13, and Rich "Ish" Ambroziak 11.  1978-
Montgomery nipped Hoffman boys soccer 
club, 2-1 in overtime to win the CJ Group 
I championship.  Tom Mulligan scored for 
the Guvs.

1980-Sayreville boys basketball club 
topped Middletown North, 49-44 in CJ 
Group IV first round play.  Dan Ogborne fired 
in 15 points, ripped 11 rebounds, and had 
7 assists, while Rick Garbowski scored 14.  
1999-Coach Ed Twomey's St. Mary's boys 
cross country team flew by Dunellen, 21-40.  
Charles Riccardi finished 1st, Gerard Pizzillo 
2nd, and Anthony Valdivesio 5th.  2001-
Sayreville girls topped South Plainfield, 
50-45 in hoops play.  Sarah Dovidauskas 
fired in 22 points and Meredith Phair added 
11 markers.

Year-1971
Sport-Boys Basketball
Teams-Hoffman (11-1) vs. St. Mary's 

(3-9)
Recap-Jim Croddick's jump shot from 

the top of the key with 0:06 left in overtime 
gave the Guvs a thrilling 80-79 victory 
over the Eagles.  The lead changed hands 
countless times throughout the contest.  A 
layup by George Krzyzanowski with 0:20 
left in regulation tied it at 76-76 and sent 
the game into OT.  Gary Lange topped the 
Purple & Gold scoring with 23 points, fol-
lowed by Danny Paone 21, Jim Keegan 15, 
and Jim Croddick 10.  Krzyzanowski paced 
the Saints with 29 tallies, John Kibbler 14, 
Tom "Pops" Gulick 14, Jay Thomas 12, 
John Kugel 10. 

MVP's-The entire Hoffman lineup for 
an outstanding overall performance.

South Amboy native, Jack McKeon, who 
managed the Florida Marlins to the 2003 
World Series Championship over the New 
York Yankees, and had three books written 
about him is pictured holding his favorite 
one, "Jack McKeon: Baseball, Cigars & Saint 
Theresa" by The SA Times Publisher Tom 
Burkard.  In his other hand, Jack holds his 
favorite cigar.  There are still copies of this 
book available, and you may order by visiting 
our website at: www.thesatimes.com.

Charlie Kolakowski was a three-Sport All-
State athlete at Sayreville High School.

50 Years Ago
Ciszewski Sets Record

January 1960-Ronnie "Mucki" Cisze-
wski went on a scoring rampage by burning 
the nets for 50 points to establish a new South 
Amboy Senior City League single game 
mark.  He connected on 23 field goals and 
4 free throws.  Ciszewski's masterpiece led 
Tom English Association to a 86-59 romp 
over Kenny's Sweet Shop.  Bob Martin 
pumped in 28 points for Kenny's.  The 
lineups and scoring for this truly classic 
contest were:
Tom English Association 86
Ciszewski 50 Steve Flanagan 21 Jim English 
6 Walker 5 Malkiewicz 2 Moran 2.
Kenny's Sweet Shop 59
Martin 28 Phillips 11 Malone 7 Smith 5 
Mullane 4 Press 2 Leonard 2 Sisko 0.

C.Y.O. Days
1960-In the Tri-County Parochial 

School Basketball League, the Sacred Heart 
boys' team routed St. Mary's, South River, 
42-9.  Coach Jim Inman's squad improved to 
(15-3), behind Bobby Kupcha's 10 points.

St. Mary's, South Amboy raced to a 38-
14 triumph over St. Stanislaus of Sayreville, 
38-14, as Wayne Olsen fired in 14 points for 
Coach Jim Harkins Blue & Gold.

Kolakowski Remembered
Charlie Kolakowski, 77, formerly of 

Sayreville died on Jan. 13. He was with-
out a doubt, one of the greatest all-around 
athletes in Sayreville High School history.  
A natural in whatever sport he played, the 
gifted Kolakowski was an All-State selection 
in all three major sports, baseball, football 
and basketball, during his schoolboy career.  
This was a tremendous feat, and to this day, 
it is believed that he is the only Bomber to 
ever achieve All-State recognition in three 
sports.

He is ranked right near the top of All-
Time Sayreville pitchers with an incredible 
3-year record of (21-6), and in '50, turned in 
a stellar (11-2) mark, with two no-hitters.  

Following graduation, Charlie was 
signed to a contract with the Cleveland 
Indians, for an estimated $31,000, then 
entered the military from 1953-55.  In his 

first season as a pro baseball player in 1955, 
he led the Class-B Spartanburg team to the 
Tri-State League championship, by compil-
ing a standout pitching mark of (13-6) with 
two no-hitters, while striking out 135 in 161 
innings.  He continued to move up through 
the Indians farm system, and made it to the 
Atlanta Crackers in the Southern Associa-
tion before retiring in 1959.  He won over 
40 games in his minor league career.  In 
'59, he had a major league contract with the 
Cleveland Indians, but was declared a free 
agent, because he had to be recalled, and be 
with the major league team, for 10 days, and 
the Indians opted not to do so.

Kolakowski was a terrific guy, and a true 
gentleman, whom I had the honor of meeting 
and interviewing about 7 years ago, at his 
dear friends, Moe and Rose Mosakowski's 
home in Sayreville.  The marks he set will be 
hard for any Sayreville athlete to ever reach.  
God Bless, Charlie Kolakowski!

McKeon Keeps 
Busy

Legendary Major League Baseball man-
ager Jack McKeon tells us that he's getting 
ready for his annual trip to Spring Training 
with the Florida Marlins at Jupiter, Florida.  
The retired skipper, now a consultant with 
the Marlins expects to be at camp during the 
first week in March.

He also mentioned that his son Kasey 
McKeon is now Director of Player Personnel 
for the Washington Nationals.  In addition, his 
son-in-law, Greg Booker, a former big league 
pitcher is the pitching coach for Syracuse, 
a Nationals farm club in the International 
League.  Greg's son, Zachary Booker is 
a catcher in the Baltimore Orioles chain, 
having played primarily with Bowie in the 
Eastern League last year.  He also saw some 
time at Double-A, and Triple-A as a backup 
when teams were hit with injuries. 

50 Years Ago
South Amboy Men's Senior Basketball 
City League

1960-Sacred Heart blasted English 
Sunoco 76-40.  Ed Paczkowski poured in 22 
points and Ray "Butch" Tomaszewski 20 to 
lead the victors.  Murphy topped English's 
with 14 points.  The William Colucci As-
sociation defeated Vona's A.A., 55-41.  Joe 
Hoffman led the winners with 14 tallies, 
while Dennis and Vona split 20 points for 
the A.A.

First Girls Hoops 
Team

1962-St. Mary's had its first girls' var-
sity basketball team.  Mrs. Dale Churner 
was the coach, and the players included 
the prolific scorer, Carol Surman, Eileen 
Soden, Penelope Dohan, Maureen Farrell, 
Joan Wisniewski, Elizabeth Leppig, Susan 
Charleton, Kathleen Covery Kathleen Ertle, 
Denise Hayes, Mary Henry, Gail Henson, and 
Lynn Motalbano.  Does anyone know if this 
team was nicknamed the Eaglettes, as they 
were called several years later? 

45 Years Ago
1965-The final scoring leaders for St. 

Mary's girls' basketball team were: Eileen 
Soden 83 points, Carolyn Lopes 55, Diane 
Hayes 53, Peggy Kurtz 47.

St. Joseph's blasted St. Mary's, 69-41, 
in the Msgr. Sullivan Tournament title game.  
Jack Trenta topped Coach Henry "Henny" 
Conroy's Eagles with 13 points.

40 Years Ago
1970-In the first-ever girls' Columbus 

Day Football Classic, Hoffman, overcame a 
16-8 halftime deficit to beat St. Mary's, 20-16, 
despite Kathy Phillips standout performance, 
as she scored all of the Eagles points on 2 
touchdowns and 2 extra points.  There is no 
information on who scored for Hoffman.

St. Mary's boys' varsity soccer team also 
made its debut, finishing (2-9) under Coach 
Tom Rooney.  The Saints wins came against 
Hoffman and CBA. 

30 Years Ago
1980-The News Tribune selected the 

following local basketball players to its 
All-County Teams:  1st Team-Ralph Novak, 
Sayreville; 2nd Team-Dan Ogborne, Sayre-
ville; 3rd Team-Bill Howarth, St. Mary's.

Sayreville sports legend, Charlie Kolakowski 
is pictured in 1959 at Spring Training with the 
Cleveland Indians Major League Baseball 
Club.  Charlie passed away on January 13th 
in Pennsylvania at age 77.
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Fishing Flashes 
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
Mackerel are now being caught, but they 

are out 20 miles or more offshore.  There are 
very few boats going out that far for them.  
The fishing is good some days then not so 
good on others.  The schools are scattered 
do to the presence of factory ships. Inshore 
Blackfishing is fair but there are still some big 
ones around.   Ling and an occasional Cod 
are present on the wrecks around the Mud 
Hole.  There are a few more Cod, Pollock 
and Ling on wrecks further out but the bad 
weather at this time of year has resulted in 
very few trips made out there.  The Anglers 
Rights Rally will be held in Washington D.C. 
on February 24th with a march on the Capital 
to protest the harsh regulations we have had 
to live all these years.  Those that want to 
participate and stick up for their fishing rights 
or lack of rights, can board buses from four 
areas in the State.  These buses are chartered 
by various outdoor organizations and tackle 
shops. Tickets can be obtained through them.  
As for ocean surf fishing, there is hardly 
anything to report at this time.
Fresh Water

Ice Fishing is in full swing in the various 
coves of Lake Hopatcong and other upstate 
lakes that have safe ice.  Yellow Perch and 
Pickerel are prime catch.  I fished Round 
Valley Reservoir from the shore in mid-
January. I tried 2 areas near the boat ramp, 
but all I did was put in time.  I had no bites 
at all.  I didn’t see anyone else there catch 
anything either.  

Cold Weather Exercise
Exercising outdoors in cold weather can 

be exhilarating.  Even if skiing isn't your 
all-time favorite sport, you can have just 
as much fun running, cycling or walking 
in winter time.  Winter sunlight can revive 
your spirits, and exercise in the cool, crisp 
air can relieve the stress and tension related 
to the busy holidays.

There are special considerations to re-
member for cold-weather exercise: Athletes 
may not be aware of the loss of fluids in cold 
weather, but the loss is real and potentially 
dangerous.  Athletes have similar hydration 
needs year round, but many of them simply 
don't drink enough fluids during the winter 
months.  Sports nutrition experts advise ath-
letes to drink about 1 quart of non-caffeinated 
fluids for every 1,000 calories expended each 
day.  "Drink 2 cups of fluid 2 hours before 
exercise and at least 4-6 ounces of fluid every 
15-20 minutes during exercise."

Don't overdose.  Exercise raises body 
temperature significantly and even a mod-
erate workout can make you feel as if it's 
30 degrees warmer.  The answer to this is 
wearing several layers of loose-fitting, thin 
layers of clothes.

The first layer should be thermal under-
wear made of fabric that draws perspiration 
away from your body.  That layer should 
not be cotton, as cotton holds moisture next 
to your skin, and makes you feel cold and 
clammy.

Your middle layer should be a synthetic 
turtleneck and wool sweater.  Sweat pants or 
lycra tights worn over thermals will help keep 
your legs warm.  If precipitation is evident, 
your outer jacket should be waterproof, 
wind-resistant, yet breathable.  Or for a short 
workout in dry weather, just an ordinary 
windbreaker would be suitable.

Zippers make clothes more adaptable 
for controlling the amount of air you let in 
or for removing quickly.  Mittens are warmer 
than gloves.  Fingers resting against each 
other stay warmer than fingers separated 
by the added air surface between on gloves.  
Headgear is important since you lose so much 
heat through your head.  Be sure to wear 
good running shoes, with enough support 
and cushion.
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WWW.?

This photo should be one of the easiest in history to identify.  Send your answer to: satimes@
aol.com.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Deep Cut Bridge-This is a view from the 
railroad tracks of the Deep Cut Bridge in 
Parlin.  The bridge can be seen in the distance 
(near the top of the photo).   

Deep Cut Bridge
Where is it?  When you travel up 

Washington Ave. in South Amboy, past St. 
Mary's Cemetery, heading towards Parlin, 
before you make the left at the light, you 
will be crossing the Deep Cut Bridge.  If 
you go straight through the light you will 
be on lower Main Street in Parlin.

Correct answers were submitted by for-
mer South Amboy Police Chief Steve Pavich 
who said, "The Deep Cut Bridge is actually 
in Sayreville.  It's at the top of Washington 
Ave. past the old Pulawski Savings Bank.  
I assisted Sayreville PD there many times.  
Cars going to fast could not make the right 
turn and would crash into the guardrails. 
Others who knew the location were:  Philip 
Krzyzkowski, Ben Sadowski, Ken Rogers, 
Dennis Quinlan, Skip House, Bob Olenczak 
Olin, Charles Kampo, Bruno Szatkowski, 
Marian Mills, Jerry Buchanan, Art Spencer.  
Incorrect guesses included the Raritan Street 
Bridge, a construction trailer in Sayreville, 
and a trailer on lower Main Street in South 
Amboy across from the Munck business 
office center.

Memories Of 
Bridges,
Hills, And More

Photo/Story By Ken Rogers
The Raritan River "Iron Bridge" off 

Elm Street in South Amboy also crosses 
the deep cut.  Youngsters in the 1950's and 
1960's called it "The Black Bridge," or "The 
Bergen Hill Bridge."  It served many from 
Mechanicsville and Melrose, walking a cart 
path along the Sayreville border, to church 
and school.  There was no deterrent, even 
though the railroad ties supporting the rails 
on the bridge had wide gaps exposing the 
ground 30 feet below.

The Raritan River Railroad was also in a 
Deep Cut beneath the "Rickey/Rickety" or as 
some oldtimers called it the "Rickety/Rack" 
bridge on Raritan Street.  Before the highway 
went through, large trucks, wheels with hard 
rubber, (no tires) carrying massive loads to 
DuPont's and Hercules were barely able 
to make the grade.  At the Mechanicsville 
firehouse, they were hardly moving.  Similar 
to the line of empty coal cars from the coal 
dumpers, trying to get up through the Cut, 
the engine lost traction, and all Mechanic-
sville shook.  Both were tempting if you 
wanted a ride.  I digress.  At the Sayreville 
line, between Mulveys and McCarthys, the 
pavement on Raritan Street ended.  The 
Ricky Bridge took a beating.

Still on Raritan Street, behind the off 
ramp, earlier excavation created what we 
called, "Jumpin' Hill."  We played baseball 
there, and at the top of the embankment, it 
was a home run.  We were never rained out, 
and bad weather just chased us under the 
bridge, with no delay of game.  Continuing 
clockwise along the Sayreville line, close 
to the railroad cut was the "Melrose Cubs" 
home baseball field, now the Parkway.  
"Lightning Hill," behind the Mechanicsville 
firehouse was a good size.  It was leveled 
by the highway.  "The Horsey," at the end 
of Raritan Street, the Raritan Bay, always 
made the summer easier.

Dear Tom,
I've wanted to thank you for your won-

derful story and photos on the "Mission of 
Honor for the Cremains of American Vet-
erans," and for attending the ceremony on 
Oct. 21, 2009.  You have always been good 
to me in printing any stories or photos I have 
sent you on any issue I was involved in at 
the time.  You know through my photos and 
letters how important the veteran world is to 
me, and how much I want the public to be 
informed of any issue involving veterans.  
Through your newspaper, I am able to do that.  
Thank your staff for the wonderful job they 
continue to do everyday.  I love reading The 
South Amboy-Sayreville Times newspaper!  
I hope you have another great year!

Sincerely,
Nellie Malet
Sayreville

Dear Tom, 
I would like to take this opportunity to 

thank you for your coverage of our events on 
special occasions.  In particular, your recent 
feature article on Mickey Sedlak.  This article 
will be posted in our Legion scrapbook along 
with other articles you have done.  If ever 
you're in the neighborhood, feel free to visit 
our Post and check them out.  Once again, 
much thanks!

Jerry Springard
Post Historian
American Legion Post No. 211
Sayreville

Dear Editor,
Lately it's been suggested by some 

government-run health care census group 
that women should wait until the age of 50 
to schedule a mammogram.  What about the 
lives of the women who were saved by go-
ing for their mammogram before 50?  More 
recently is that young men and women will 
be required by law to carry health insurance.  
It is being compared to driving a car.  If you 
drive and own a car, you are required to by 
law to have car insurance and pay for it.  So, 
as long as you are living, you will be required 
to purchase health insurance.

So, where does it stop?  The govern-
ment and insurance companies just can't 
keep their hands out of our pockets.  The 
government "bails them out," and they not 
only get the cash, but they find new ways to 
make people pay and it is backed by "Uncle 
Sam."  How much more can they take from 
our paychecks?  Who are these lawmakers?  
Did I vote for them?  Did you vote for them?  
Or maybe we voted for them?

Don't you think that this has to stop?  
This is government by the people, for the 
people, not government by the government, 
for the government, financed by the people.  
Bombard your governor, assemblymen, 
senators and congressmen with letters.  Their 
addresses are in the phone book.  We just 
can't leave it up to these elected officials 
anymore.  The minute we turn our backs on 
them, they are taking the wallet out of our 
pockets, not theirs.

Joe J. Kurzawski Jr.
Sayreville 

Hello Tom,
I really enjoyed looking at all the 

color photos on The SA Times website this 
month…the snow, pets, Atlantic Brant, 
etc.  Even the red color of Santa Claus' suit 
seemed to "jump off" the page.  People who 
haven't checked out the site to see your 
newspaper in color are missing more than 
they could imagine.  I also loved the stories, 
and especially your Sports Archives photo of 
the 1965 St. Mary's basketball team.  Those 
young faces brought back a lot of memories 
to me.  Congratulations to you and Brian for 
doing such a great job!

Brian Romano
Savannah, Georgia

One Winner In January
W. Tom Kross, the 2009 champion, 

and still undisputed kingpin of the WWW.? 
photo contest, came through with a home 
run, by being the only person to correctly 
identify last month's difficult photo taken by 
Bill Garnett.  W. Tom was right on target by 
knowing the mystery photo was a construc-
tion trailer on the old National Lead site in 

Sayreville.  He said, "This was a hard one, 
but I found it.  This answer is not simple.  
The construction office/trailer is located next 
to the old National Lead guard shack/house 
on the old NL property.  My research says 
the trailer belongs to O'Neill Sight Manage-
ment for the development of the old NL 
sight in Sayreville.  There is no name on 
this building."  Congratulations, W. Tom for 
going above and beyond the call of duty to 
research this tough one!  

Mystery Players
In last month's 1953 City Series photo, 

we were seeking the identities of a few Hoff-
man and St. Mary's basketball players. Skip 
House said that #12 on Hoffman was Gary 
Stratton.   Tom Fitzmorris believes that the 
St. Mary's player shooting the ball is the late 
Jimmy Higgins.  Ed Paczkowski said two 
of the players were Tommy Malik and Gary 
Stratton in the photo.  Charlie Koerner tells 
us that the photo was not from '53, and prob-
ably from 1954, and identified Gary Stratton 
of Hoffman and Smelas of St. Mary's.  John 
Phillips guessed that the player driving to the 
basket was Tommy Malik.  The consensus: 
Stratton 3, Malik 2, Higgins 1, Smelas 1.  
Thank you for your feedback!

Dock Mystery 
Solved

The Farley Dock Mystery has finally 
been solved according to Olivia Farley 
Blaszka. A few months ago, Bruno Szat-
kowski of Sayreville sent The SA Times 
a question trying to find out more about 
Farley's Dock in Sayreville, and where it 
was actually located.  Olivia researched 
two articles online, "General Slocum Sunk 
In Raritan," which appeared in the March 
6, 1909 afternoon edition of The New 
Brunswick Times.  An excerpt from the 
story read, "The barge, "The Maryland," 
which was formerly the hull of the ill-fated 
General Slocum, sank at Farley's Dock at 
Sayreville."  The piece also mentioned that 
Farley discovered some evidence at the dock 
from the fatal incident.

The second article, "Commits Suicide 
On Dock," appeared in the July 3, 1911 issue 
of The New Brunswick Times, told of "A man 
committing suicide while sitting or standing 
on Farley's Dock, and his body fell into the 
water."  Olivia's great grandfather Philip 
Farley was the former Sayreville Township 
Clerk, who lived in the Farley Homestead 
on River Road, adjacent to Sayre & Fisher 
Brick Co. property.  He was employed there 
as a clay dealer. 

Olivia concluded that "It appears from 
reading the two articles that Philip Farley 
Sr. was the owner of Farley's Dock, and 
the mystery is solved."  Farley's Dock was 
apparently located in the vicinity of River 
Road, and the Sayre & Fisher Brick Company 
property along the river.  Olivia sends special 
thanks to her relatives Leo and Joyce, and 
all who helped solved this mystery.
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Obituaries
Bagala, Adolph, 87, formerly of South 

Amboy died on Jan. 27.
Bell, George M., 83, of Parlin died on 

Jan. 16.
Bouchard, Clare Sullivan, 68, of Sayre-

ville died on Jan. 13.
Caldwell, Margaret M. Ust, 87, of 

Sayreville died on Feb. 3.
Coakley, James L. Sr., 96, of South 

Amboy died on Jan. 19.
Dill, Shirley, 81, of Sayreville died on 

Jan. 16.
Elacqua, Samuel, 84, of Parlin died 

on Jan. 23.
Feis, Agnes, 105, of Sayreville died 

on Jan. 20.
Fox, Gloria J., 74, of Sayreville died 

on Feb. 4.
Gallagher, Carmela "Millie," 87, of 

Parlin died on Jan. 22.
Greene, Robert F., 77, of South Amboy 

died on Jan. 16.
Harkins, George S., 82, formerly of 

South Amboy died on Jan. 17.
Higgins, Grace F., 73, of South Amboy 

died on Jan. 11.
Jablonski, Anita M., 85, of Sayreville 

died on Jan. 27.
Jacheo, Frank N., 74, of Parlin died 

on Jan. 18.
Jacobsen, Dorothy J., 90, of Sayreville 

died on Feb. 3.
Kolakowski, Charles J., 77, formerly 

of Sayreville died on Jan. 13.
Krasowski, Michael, 44, formerly of 

South Amboy died on Jan. 17.
Krzyzkowski, Dorothy, 93, of Sayreville 

died on Jan. 29.
Larrison, Michael L., 55, of South 

Amboy died on Jan. 21.
Lasko, Violet Malinowski, 85, of Sayre-

ville died on Jan. 2.
Lewis, Donald F. Sr., 60, of South Am-

boy died on Feb. 2.
Merlo, Rose, 87, of Parlin died on 

Feb. 2.
Mokrzycki, Rev. M. Joseph Jr., formerly 

of Sayreville died on Jan. 25.
Munn, Annette M., 93, formerly of 

South Amboy died on Jan. 31.
Obit, Mary C. Kapica, 90, of Sayreville 

died on Jan. 24.
Pondo, Ann S., 86, formerly of Parlin 

died on Jan. 30.
Robinson, Mildred D., 96, formerly of 

Parlin died on Jan. 23.
Sosnowitz, Edward, 81, of Sayreville 

died on Jan. 28.
Sutkowski, Albert, 91, of South Amboy 

died on Jan. 15.
Sweeney, John M., 69, of Parlin died 

on Feb. 2.
Unkel, Myrtle H., 88, of Sayreville 

died on Feb. 2.
Wiamer, Irene A., 83, formerly of Parlin 

died on Jan. 26.
Wistuba, Mary Kulesa, 88, of Sayreville 

died on Jan. 17.
Wojtaszek, Walter G., 92, of Sayreville 

died on Feb. 4.

Seniors Meeting
The OLV Seniors will hold their March 

meeting on Friday, March 5, 2010 at 1PM in 
Monsignor Dalton Hall. Seniors are invited to 
wear their favorite St. Patrick’s Day clothing 
items. Please bring a non-perishable food 
for the St. Vincent de Paul Society Food 
Bank. We will also be sponsoring a lunch at 
this meeting. If you have not already made 
your selection of: ham and cheese, turkey, or 
tuna fish at the meeting please contact Teri 
at (732) 727-7639. The cost of the lunch 
items is $3.00 which includes a sandwich 
on a roll, chips and a drink. Late orders can 
be made at the meeting. We will also have 
light refreshments after the business portion 
of the meeting. 

HAPPY
ST. PATTY’S

DAY
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Wildlife In Winter

This seagull takes a break on a cold winter day at the fisherman's parking lot on Raritan 
Bay in South Amboy.  (Photo by Bill Garnett)

Just a small flock of the many hundreds of Atlantic Brant that now reside at Waterfront Park.  
Here they are shown feeding near the homes next to the park.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Two beautiful swans, ducks and seagulls are pictured on a bitter, cold February day, in the 
partially frozen pond at Kennedy Park in Parlin.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)  

South Amboy firefighter, William Leveille, along with Doug Hrehowesik and the members 
of the Trenton Fire Dept, presented a $775 check to Dalixa Rivera, widow of firefighter, 
Manny Rivera Sr.  Firefighter Rivera succumbed from his injuries after battling a blaze in 
Trenton.  The proceeds were from a holiday benefit in December at Leveille’s home.  Special 
thanks goes out to Progressive Fire Co, Doug Hrehowesik, and the citizens who came out 
to support our cause. (Photo Submitted)

Townes Scores 
1000th  Point 

Article Submitted
In a game against Our Lady Of Lourdes, 

At Our Lady of Victory gym, Marques 
Townes made a 3 point goal from deep in 
the corner to pass the 1000 point mark in his 
short Sacred Heart career.  

Marques came to Sacred Heart from 
South Amboy Middle School last year and 
has been the leading scorer since he walked 
through the school and gym doors.  He has 
also learned how to rebound, defend, and play 
in a structured system.  Although a deadly 
scorer, Marques can also throw great passes 
to his teammates and is quickly becoming 
a good all around player.  Since scoring his 
1000th point, Marques has added to his total 
with another 228 points in his last 11 games.  
Congratulations Marques!

Sacred Heart Now 
28-2

Article Submitted
Since practice started the first week in 

September, there have been big expectations 
for this year’s Sacred Heart 7th and 8th grade 
basketball team.  The kids on that team have 
risen to the occasion and played up to and 
above those expectations so far.

The season always starts with tourna-
ments and Sacred Heart entered four of them, 
winning the St. Charles of Staten Island 
Tournament. In this tournament Nicholas 
Kales and Steven Herdman were named 
co-MVPs for their outstanding defense.  
The Cardinal McCarrick pre-season tour-
nament:  In this tournament Aaron Lewis 
was named the MVP for his consistent play 
through the 3 game tilt.  Then it was on to St. 
Stan’s to defend our title there. MVP Chima 
Ekekeughbor was a one man wrecking crew 
throughout this tournament and led a well 
balanced scoring attack by the Hearts.  

At Trenton., we lost to the home team 
by 2 points, on a 28 footer at the buzzer in 
overtime, in our toughest test to date.  We 
played against 2 very good teams from 
Pennsy to advance to the final. Never before 
had a player from a losing team been named 
the MVP of this tournament, but the play of 
MVP Marques Townes was so impressive 
he was honored with the award. 

 Sacred Heart is currently 28-2 in CYO 
play.

At travel tournament in South Bruns-
wick,  the Hearts played well and won their 
pool to get to the championship game, only 
to lose to a much more talented, Team Play 
Hard.  That team consisted of 8th and 9th 
graders.  They have also entered into a 
Freshman league at Middletown South High 
School.   The team is currently 3-3 in those 
games against town teams with current Fresh-
man and JV players. The team is currently in 
First place in the OLV/St. Stan’s League and 
in second place in the OLP League.  They 
are coached by Head Coach Bill Lewis and 
his Assistant Coach Mark Herdman.  

March Programs At 
The Library

This year, the Sadie Pope Dowdell 
Library will be celebrating its 96th year of 
service!  

Numerous programs are being planned 
– including the six-week Monday evening 
workshop beginning March 1, “Re-create 
Your Life” presented by Maria Mantouda-
kis, a Dale Carnegie instructor, a children’s 
Magic Show on Monday, March 15, a Wii 
Rock Band competition on Monday, March 
22 (no experience necessary!), a Saturday 
Movie Matinee on March 13 and “Geneal-
ogy: the Quest to Know Who We Are and 
Where We Came From” presented by Mau-
reen Wlodarczyk, author of Past-Forward, 
on Thursday, March 18, and the children’s 
film “The Princess and the Frog” on Tuesday, 
March 23.

St. Patrick’s Day is a celebration of 
Irish roots and culture just as Columbus 
Day is for those of Italian descent; those 
being only two examples of the special con-
nection people enjoy in relating themselves 
to their ancestral roots.  Listen to Maureen 
Wlodarczyk discuss her 30-year search for 
her Irish grandmother’s ancestral roots, her 
newly-released book, Past-Forward and the 
story of her search and surprising discoveries 
along the way.  Learn how to start a search 
for your unique family history!

 Also, don’t forget to drop in and meet 
the Friends of the Dowdell Library; they 
meet the first Wednesday of each month at 
7 pm at the library.  The next meeting will 
be on March 3.

For more information or to sign up for 
limited seating programs, contact the Sadie 
Pope Dowdell Library (adjacent to the High 
School) at 732-721-6060 or comments@
dowdell.org.

The Darned 
Machine
By Al Gomolka Jr.

Times Poet Laureate
c.2009

I just can't relate to computers
I'm a dinosaur it may seem-
I want to sense the human
Not the machine,
Perceive the attitude, aura,
And personal mean, 
Not dot.com or cyberspace,
Face page nor my space,
But noticeably mortal,
Something that breathes
Forward to the internet
The world wide web's stash
Boot up and google
Download in a flash
"Does not compute"
The darned thing just crashed….
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